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MINISTRY OF LAW AND JUSTICE
(L.egislative Department)

Naw Delhi, the 21st June, 2005/Jyaistha 31, 1927,(Seka)

Tre following Act of Parliament received the assent of th 2 President
cn the 15th June, ZC05, and is hereby published for general information :--

THE RIGHT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005
l NO. 22 OF 2005.

[15th wune, 2005]

Ar Act to providz for setting out the practical regime of right to
information for citizens to secure access to information under th:2 control of
public autharities, in order to promote transparency and accountability in the
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working of every public authority, the constilution of a Centra Information
Commission and State Information Commissions and for mattar's connected
therewith or incidental thereto.

\WHEREAS, the Constitution of Iﬁdis has establishet! democratic
Republic ;

AND WHEREAS, democracy requires and informed :itizenry and
transpare ncy of information which are vital to its functioning and  so to contain
corruptio1 and to hold Governments and their instrumentalities accountable
to the governed ;

AND WHEREAS, revelation of infcrmation in actual pre ctice is likely
to confiict with other public interests including efficient operations of the
Governrr ents optimum use of limited fiscal resources and the praservation of
confidentiality of sensitive information ;

AND WHEREAS, it is necessary to harmonise these conflicting
interests while preserving the paramountcy cf the democratic ideal ;

HOW, THEREFCRE, it is expedient to provide for furn'shing certain
information to citizens who desire to have t

BE it enacted by Parliament in the fifty-sixth Year of the Republic of India as
follows :-
CHAPTER--I
PRELIMINARY o

1. (1) This Act may be called the Right to Information Act, 2005.

(2) It extands to the whole of India except the State o” Jammu and
Kashmir.

(3) The provisions of sub-section (1) of section 4, sub-sections (1)
and (2) cf section 5, sections 12, 13, 15, 16, 24, 27 and 28 shall come into
force at cnce, and the remaining provisions of this Act shall come into force
on the or & hundred and twentieth day of its enactment.

2. In this Act, unless the context otherwise requires,--
4
(a) "appropriate Government® means in relation to a public authorisy
which is e-stablishad, consttuted, owned, controlied’or substan! ally financed
by funds providec directly cr indirectly—- .
(i) by the Central Government or the Union territory ¢ ministration,
the Cential Government ;

+
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(i) by the State Government, the State Government |

L)

(b) “Central Information Commission” means the Centrail Information
Commission constituted under sub-section (i) of section 12 ;

B e

(c! “Central Public Information Office”” means the Central Public
Iniormation Officar designated under sub-section (/) andincludes a
Cintral Assistant Public Information Officer designated &'s such under
i st b-section (2) of section 5 ;

B it B

(d) “Chief information Commissione” and “Information C ymmissioner”
| mz2an the Chief Information Commiss:oner and Informalion
Commissioner appeinted under sub-section (3) of secton 12 ;

(s) “compatent zuthority means” -

(i) the Speaker in the case of the House of the ’eople or the
Legislative Assembly of a State or a Union territory
having such Assembly and the Chairman in th 2 case of the
> Council of States or Legislative Council of a Stite |

(i) the Chief Justice of India in the case of the Supreme Court ;
(iii) the Chief Justice of the High Court in the case of a High Court;

the Constitution ; ' .
{v) the administrator appo:nted’un der article 239 of the Constitution;

\A;j UInformation” means any material in any form, inclu:ling records,
| documents. memos, e-mails, opinions, advices, press releases,
.‘. ci culars, orders, logbooks, contracts, reports, papers, samples,
‘ rnadels, data material held in any e ectronic form anc information

re'ating to any private body which can be accessed by@a piiblic authority
urder any other law for the time being in force,

() “prescribed" means presgibed by rules made under this Act by
t12 appropriate Government or the competent authority, as the case
rmay be ;

"public authority” means any autherity or body or institution of self- \ g =]
guvernment established or coristitulec-- w&" j
\ %0—

(a) by onunder the Constitution ; \}3"/

(b) by any other law made by Parliament ; Q\)‘

(r) by any other iaw made by State Legislature ;

) by not fication issued or arder made by the appropriate
—"‘2 4 Government, and includes any--
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(i) bcdy owned, controliad or substantial, financed ;

(i) non-Government  organization  substantially
financed, directly or indirectly by funcls provided
by the appropriate CGovernment ;

(it "record” includes--
g - —

y

(a) any document, manuscript and file ;

(b) any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile copy of a
docurnent ;

(c) any reproduction of imag2 orimages embadied in such
microfilm (whether enlarced or not) ; and

(¢) any other material produced by a computer or any
other device ;

(i Mﬁ@aﬂon" means th2 right to information accessible
under this Act which is held by or under the conicol of any
public authaority and includes the: right to--

{i) inspection of work, documents, records -
(i) taking notes, extracts or certified copies of documents
or records ;
(i} taking certified samples of material ;

(iv) obtainlng information in the form of diskettes floppies
tapes,video cassettes orin any other eleetronic mode
or through printouts whare: such information is stored in

a computer or in any other device |

(I:) “State Information Commissior” means the State Ir formation
C ommission constituted under sub-s=ction (1) of sectin 15

(I “State Chief Information Commiss ©ner” and “State Iaformation
Commissioner’ m2an the State Chief Information Comimissioner and
the State Inforrmation Commissioner appointed unde:' sub-section
(%)of section 15 ; '

(rn) “State Public Information Officer” means the State Public
Information Officer designated under sub-section (1) and includes
a State Assistant Fublic Information Officer designated & s such under
siub-section (2) cf section 5 ;

(1) “third.party” means a person ciner than the citizzn making a
D e W z . "
/I request for information and includes i public authority.

f
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CHAPTER-II

RIGH] TO INFORMATION AND OBLIGATIONS OF PUBLIC AUTHORITIES

i B Suybject to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall have the right Rirght tf.t_

¢ to information. informztion
’ i i Obligations
: 4 (7) Every public authority shall— of pbls

| autharities

(z1) maintain all its records duly catalojued and indexed in a manner
ad the form which facilitates the right to information under this Act
and ensure that all records that are appropriate to be computerised
are, within a reasonable time and subject to availability of resources,
computensed and connected through & network all ove - the country
on djfferent systems so that access fo such records is facilitated ;

1) publish within one hundred and twenty days from th:2 enactment

(& k 6!‘ this Act,--

(i) the particulars of ils organisation, functions and
dulies | ‘
(i) the powers and duties of its officers and employees
(i) the procedure followed in the decision mat.ing process,
including channels of supervision and acc ountability ;
(iv) the norms set by it for tre discharge of fts functions ,
(v} therules, regulations, inst-uctions, manuals and records,
held by it or under its cortro! or used by its employees

(vi) @ siatement of the Calgohes Ui Gubu, iuind vl v -
held by it or under its confrol ; ’

(vii) the: particulars of any arrangement thet exists for
consultation with, or representation bythe members of
the public in relation to the formulatior of its policy
or implementation theregf ;

(viii) a statement of the boards. councils, committees and
cther bodies consisting of two or mere persons
constituted as its part of for the purposeé of its advice,
and as to whether meetings of those beards, councils,
committees and other bodies are open to 'he public, or
the minutes of such meetings are accessible for
public ; '

(x) a directory of its officers and employees ;

(x) the monthly remuneration received by each of its officers
and employees, including the system of eompensation
as previded in its regulation |

(xi) the budget allocated to zach of its ageney, indicating
tie pariculars of ali plants, proposed expenditures And

reports on disbursemen's made ;
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(xii) the manner of execution of subsidy programmes,
including the amounts allocated and the detzils of
beneficiaries of such programmas ;

(xiii) particulars of recipients of concessions, permits or
authorisations granted by it ; \

(xiv) details in respect of the infcrmation, availatle to or held
by it, reduced in an electronic form ;

(xv) the particulars of facilities available to citizens for
obtaining information, including the working hoursof a library
or reading room, if maintainad for public use :

(<vi) the names, designations and other particulzrs of the
Public Information Officers : S
(xvii) such other information ais may be prescrined : and

_ thereaiter update these publications every yezr ;
(c! publish all relavant facts while formulating importar t policies or
announcing the decisions which affect public ;

(o) provide reasons for its administrative or quasi-judicial decisions
to affected persons.

() It shall be a constant endeavour of every public :wthority to -
tzke steps in accordance with the raquirements of clause (b) of
sub-section (1) to provide as much information suc motu to the
pblic at regular intervals through various means of cormunication,
including internet, so that the public: have minimum resort to the use
of this Act to obtain information.

(3) For the purposes of sub-section (%), every informetion shall be -
cisseminated widely and in such form and manner which is easily

(4) All materials shall be disseminated taking into con:.ideration the
cost effectiveness, local languag2 and the most efie stive method
of communication in that local ares and the information should be
uasily accessible, to the extent possible in electron ¢ format with
ihe Central Public information Cfficer or State Putl = Information
Officer, as the case may be, available free or at su:h cost of the
nedium or the print cpst price as may be prescribec

Explanation.~ For the purposes of sub-sections (3) and (4),
‘disseminated” means making know or communicated the information
to the public through notice boards, newspapers, public
announcement, media broadcasts, the internet or ary other means,
including inspe:ction of offices of any public authority.

Every public authority shall, within ane hundred days ¢f the enactment Designation of
Public Infcrmatic.n

of this Act, designate as many officers as the C.entral Public ggjcers




Ka

L]

Tripura Garette, Extracrdinary Issue, Jufy 27, 20CS A. D...

infarmation Officers or State Public Information Officers, as the case may
be. in all administratve units or offices under it as may be necessary tc
provide informaﬁon-tcv persons requesting for the information under this Act

(2) Without prejudice to the provisions of sub-section (I), every public
authority shall designate an officer, within one hundred days of the enactmen
of this Act, at each sub-divisional level or other sub-district level as a Centré

' Assistant Public Infarmation Officer or a State Assistant Public Informatior

Officer, as the case may be, to receive the applications for information o*

appaals under this At for ignga[dingjﬁgia@;fp,MWﬁtn to the Central Publi-; _

Tnformation Officer. or the State Public Information Officer or senior office
specified under sub-section (1) of section 19 or the Central Informatian
Commissior or the 3tate Information Commission, as tne case may be :

Provided that where an apgiication for information or app’eél isgive
to a Central Assistat Pubiic Information Officer or a Stzte Assistant Public
Information Officer, as the case may be, a period of five cays shall be added
in computing the pzriod for response specified under sub-section (l) of
section 7.

(3) Evary Central Public Information Officer or State Public Informaticn
Officer, as the case may be shall deal with requests from'persons seekiiig
information and render reasonable assistance to the persons seeking such
information £

L] o TS LI SO AL I 5 L . DU ) (N R PR Se—0

as he cr she cons ders it necessary for the proper discharge of his or her
duties. i

{5) Any officer whose assistance has been sought under sub-section
(4), shal' render a | assistance to the Central Public Information Officer or
Swate Public Infor nation Officer, as the case may be, seeking his or 1er
assistance and for the purpose of any contravention of the provisions ofthis
Act, such cther off cer shall be treated as a Central Public Ihformation Otfcer
or State Public Information Officer as the case may be.

2 2 v

6 (I) A persom who desires to ootain any inform ation under this /ct,
shall make a request in writing or tarough electronic means in Englis'i‘or
Hindi or in the offizial language cf the area in which the application is being
made, accompar ying such fee as may be prescribed, to'--

(a) the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Informiztion
Officer, as the case may be, of the concerned public authority ;

Request for
obtaining
information.
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(b) the Central Assistant Public Information Officer or Stat: Assistant
Public Information Officer, as the case may be,

spucifying the particulars of the information sought by him or her;

Provided that where such request cannot be made in vriting, the
Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the
case may be, shall render all reasonable assistance to the persan making
the request orally to reduce the same in writing.

(2) An applicant making request for information shall not I:e required

to give any reason for requesting the informatior: or any other persanal details.

except thos:e that may be necessary for conzacting him.
(3) Where an application is made to a public authority rec uesting for
| aninformaton, -

TAN ' (i) which is held by another public authority; or
_’ (ii) the subject matter of which is more closely zonnected
| with the functions of another public authority,

the public iauthority. to which such application is made , shall t'ansfer the
application r such part of it as may be appropriate to that other putlic authority
and inform the applicant irmediately about such transfer;

Provided that the transfer of an application pursuant to this
sub-section shall be made as soon as practicable but in no case: later than
five days from the date of receipt of the application.

Okiposal of 7. (1) Subject to the proviso to sub-section (2) of section 5 or the

s proviso to sub-section (3) of section 6, the Central Public Informa-ion Officer
or State P iblic Informatior: Officer, as the case may be, on raceipt of a
request under section 6 shall, as expeditiously as possible, anc 11 any case
within thirty days of the receipt of the request, either provide the i yformation
on payment of such fee'as'may be prescribed or reject the requett for any of
the reasons specified insections 8 and 9;

Provided that where the information sought for concerns the life or

QS‘-'Q liberty of a person, the same hall be provided within forty-eight hours of the
%\\9 receipt of the request.

(2) If the Central Public Information Officer or State Publié Information
Officer, as the case may be, fails to give decision on the request for/i nformation
within the period specified under sub-section (1), Central Public Iaformation
Officer or State Pubfic Infermation Officer, as the case may b2, shall be
deemed to have refused the request,

(3, Where a decisicn is taken to provide the information ¢n payment

£
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of any furthe r fee representing the cost of providing the information, Ihe Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case
may be, shall send an intimation to the person making the requesit, giving-

(a) the details of further fees representing the cost of providing the.

information as determined by him, together w1ﬂ1 the calculatlorz: ma&e to
‘____'_,__——‘—_—“__-‘_'_—-._‘_———_—-‘___o—-—'—*

— - - ] - . .
requesting 1im to deposit that fees, and the period intervening br tween the
espatch of the said intimation and payment of fees shall be excluded for the

pm::ﬂculatmg the period of thirty days referred to in lhat stib-section;’

(b) lnformation concerning his or her right with respect to review the
decision as to the amount of fees charged or the form of accest. provided,
including tre particulars of the appellate autharity, time limit, pracess and
any other fcrms.

(4) \Where iiccess to the record or a part thereof is required to b 2 provided
under this Act and the person to whom access is to be providec ts sensorily
diszbled, the Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Dffizer, as tne case may be:, shall provide assistance to enable access to the
information, including providing such assistance as may be appropriate for
the inspect on.

(&) Where access to information is to be provided in the print2d or in any
electronic format the anplicant shall suhiect tn the nradicin-- ~F

L]

Provided that the fee prescribed under sub-section (1) ¢f section 6
and sub-sa:tions (1) and (&) of section 7 shall be: reasonable and rio such fee
shall be chiirged from the parsons who are of below poverty line as may be
datermined by the appropriate Government.

(6) \Iotwuthstandung anything contained in sub-szction (5), the persion making
requJest for the information shall be provided the informatien fee: of charge
where a Publ:c authority | falls to compfy vith the limits specified in
sub-sectior ().

~
(7) Before taking any decision under sub-section (1), the Certral Public
Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case may be,

snall take i1to consideration the representat ort made by a third party under
section 11.

(8) Where a request has been rejected under sub-section (I). the Central
Public Information Officer or State Public Infermation Officer, ¢s the case
may be, shall communicate to the personmaeiking the request,--

L N
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N
(i) the reasons for such rejection;,
(ii) t1e period within which an appeal against such rejection may be
prefered; ard
(iii) the particulars of the appellate authority. =

(9) An information shall ordinarily be provided in the form in which i is sought
unless it would disproportionately divert the resources of the public: authority
orwould be detrimental to the safety or preservation of the record in question.

~

€. (I) Notwihstanding anything contained in this Act, there stall be no Exéimption
cbligation to give any citizen, -- f{,‘;’;‘,oswe &

(a) {nformation, disclosure of which would prejudicially affect the information
sovereignty and integrity of India, the security, strategic, scientific or economic_«.
interests of “he State, relation with foreign State or lead to inciterhent of an

offence;

(b) Information which has been expressly forbidden to be published
by any cour: of law or tribunal or the disclosure of which may onstitute
contemnpt of court;

(c) Information, the disclosure of which would cause a breach of
privilege of Farliament or the State Legislature:, -

(d) Information including commercial confidence, trade :ecrets or
intsllectual property, the dsclosure of which would harm the competitive
position of a third party, unless the competent authority is satisfied “hat larger
public interast warrants the disclosure of such information; b

(e) I"formation avaitable to a person in his fiduciary relationsip, unless
the competent authority is satisfied that the largar public interes! warrents
the disclosu "es of such information;

(f) irformation received in confidence from foreign Governrent;

{g) nformation, the disclosure of which would endanger the life or
physical safety of any person oridentify the source of information or cissistance
given in con’idence for law enforcement or security purposes;

__—(h) information which would impede the process of investigation or
pprehensic n or prosecution of offenders ;

(i) cabinet papers including records of deliberation of the Council of

Ministers, Sacretaries and other officers ; -
Provided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, the reasons

10
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thereof, and the material on the basis of which the decisions were teken shall
be made public after the decision has been taken and the matter is complete,
orover .

Provided further that those matters which come under the ex=mptions
specified in tiis section shall not be disclosed; ¥

() information which relates to personal information the disclosure of
S which has nc relationship to any public activity or interest, or whizh would
cause unwariented invasion of the privacy of the individual unless th= Central
//’ Public Informaition Officer or the State Public Information Officer or tha appellate
/ authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that the larger public interest
I justifies the disclosure of such information;
4 ! Proy:ded that the information which canriot be denied to the P.ariament
or a State Lejislature shall not be denied to ary person.

. Sevaiability

L 10 of 1823, (2) Motwithstanding anything in the Official Secrets Act, 1823 nor

any of the exemptions permissible in accordance with sub-section (1), a public
authority ma allow access to information, if public interest in disclosure
outweights the harm to the protected interests

(3) Subject to the provisions of clauses (2), (c) and (i) of sul+section
(I), any information relating to any occurrence, event or matter which has
taken place, cccurred or happened tweny years before the date on v.'htch any
request is mede under section A ehm

ok 3

\ »

Provided that where any guestion aris2s as to the date from which
the said period of twenty years has to be computed, the decisicn of the
Central Government shall be final, subject to the usual appeals provi:led for in
this Act.

Grounds for 9. Without prejudice to the provisions of section 8, a Central Public
:’C':’”‘ ‘S’“m"’ Information Cfficer or State Public Information Oicer, as the case may be,
certan cases  May reject a request for information where such a request for providing access

would involve an infringement of copyright subsisting in a person oher than

the State. ¥

10. (") Where a request for access to'infermation is rejected on the
ground that it is in relation to information which is exempt from di<closure,
then, notwithstanding anything contained in this Ac!, access may be provided
to that part of the record which does not contair any information which is
exempt from disclosure under this Act and which can reasonably bz severed
from any part that contains exempt information.

(2) Where access is granted to a part of the record under sut -section

1+
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(1), tha Central Public information Officer or the Sitate Public Informatinn Officer,
as the case may be, shall give a notice to the applicant, informing -

(a) fhat only part of the record requestad, after serverarce of the
record containing information which is exempt from disclosure is being

provided ,

(b) the reasons for the decision, including any findings on any material
question of fact, referring to the material on which those findings we re based;

(c) te name and designation of the parson giving the decision;

(d) the details of the fees calculated by him or her and the aimount of
fee which th=2 applicant is required to deposit, arid

(e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding
non-disclost.re of part of the information, the amount of fee charrjed or the
form of access provided, including the particulars cf the senior officer specified
under sub section (1) of section 19 or the Central Information Comirnission or
the State Information Commission, as the case may be, time limi’, process
and any other form of access. :

11. (1) Where: a Centra! Public Information Officer or a State Public Ir formation
Officer, astt e case may be, intends to disclos2 any information cr record, or
part thereof on a request made under this Act, v/hich relates to or has been
supplied by a third party ard has been treated.zs confidential by that third
party, the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public-Ir formation
Officer, as the case may be, shall within five days from the recaipt of the
request, give a written notice to such third party ¢f the request and f the fact
that the Cen ral Public Information Officer or Staie Public Information Officer,
s the case may be, intends to disclose the in‘ormation or record, or part
thereof, and invite the third party to make a submission in writing or orally,
ragarding whether the inforrnation, should be d'sclosed, and such siubmission
cf the third party shali be kept in view while taking a decision about disclosure

of information.

¢ :
Provided that except in the case of trade or commercial secrets
protected by law, disclosure may be allowed if the public interest in ‘fisclosure
cutweighs ir importance any possible harm or injury to the interests of such

third party.

(2) \Where a notice 's served by the Central Public Information Officer
or the State IPublic Information Officer, as the casi may be, under suib-section
(1) to athird party in resper/of any information cr record or part thereof, the
third party shall , within ten days from the date of receipt of suchotice, be

w,
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given the opportunity to make representation against the proposec disclosure.

(3) Notwithstanding anything tontained in section 7, the Central Public
Informatior: Officer or the State Public lnformation Officer, as tha case may
be, shall, within forty days after receipt of the: request under sec'ion 6, if the
third party has been given an opportunity to make representution under
sub-section (2), make a decission as to whether or not to disclose the
information or record or part thereof and give irvwriting the notice of his decision
to the third party.

(4) A riotice givan under sub-section (3) shall include: a statement
that the third party to whorn the notice is given is entitled to prefeiian appeal
under section 19 against the decision.

CHAPTERII
THE CENTRAL INFORMATION COMMISSION

12.{1) Thz Central Gove'nment shall by Notification in the Offici al Gazette,
{ constitutior a body to be known as the Central nformaticn Commission to
! 2xercise the: powers conferrad on, and to perfotrn the functlons assigned to,
{
]
[

it under this. Act.

g (2) Tha: Centra! Information Commissior: shall consist of--
(a) the Chief Infcrmatiom Commiissioner, and

[k crirh niumher Af Pantea! tafamoeticm Mammmaic e ;s -

(3) The: Chisf Information Commissioner and information Com missioners
shall be appoint=d by the F'res;ldent on the recommendation of a committee
consisting cf--

(i) the Prime Minister, who shall bz the Chairpersor of the

committee ;

(i) the Leader of Opposition in-the Lok Sabha ; and

(iii) a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated bythe- ane

Minister.

Explanation—-For the purposes of remowval of doubts, il is h"ereby
declared thet where the Leader of Oppdsition in the House of the Feople has
nct oeen recognised as such, the Leader of the single targes: group in
opposition cfthe Government in the‘House of the People shall bedeemed to
be the Leadgr of Opposition.

(4) The general superintenidence, direction and management o! the affairs

of the Cential Information Commission shall vest in the Chief ir formation

- Commissior er who shall be assisted by the In“orination Commiss aners and

rnay exercise all such powers and to all such acts and things wki:h may be

{ exercised o' done by the Central Information Commission aulcnomously

Constitution
of Central
Information
Commission.

13
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without beig subjected to directions by any other authority under this Act.

(5) Th2 Chief Informaticn Commissioner and Information Cormimissioners
shall be persons of eminence in public life with wide knowledge and 2xperience
in law, scier ce and technology, social service, management, journzlism, mass
media or ac ministration and governance.

(6) Thea Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Cornmissioner
shall not be: a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legislaiure of any
State or Union territory, as the case may be, or hold any other office of profit
or connected with any political party or carrying on any business or pursuing
any profession.

(7) Theheadquarters of the Central Information Commissicr shall be at
Dzlhi and th2 Central Information Commission may, with the previous approval
of the Central Government, establish offices at sther places in Inclia.

13.(1) The: Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a lerm of five
years from the date on which he enters upan his office and shall not be
eligible for r2appointment ;

Provided that no Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office as
such after hz has attained the age of sixty-fiva years.

s

(2) Every Information Commissioner shall fiold office for a ti:rm of five

years from "he date on which,he enters upor: his office or till he attains the -

age of sixty-five years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be wligible for
reappointment as such Information Commissiorier

Provided that every Information Comrnisisioner shall, on viicating his
office undar this sub-section be eligible for appointment as the Chief
Information Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-seziion (3) of
section 12 ;

Provided further that where the Information Commissioner is appointed
as the Chief Information Commissioner, his terra of office shall ric t be more
than five yeears in aggregate as the Information Commissioneraric the Chief
Information (Commissioner.

(3) Th= Chief Information Commissioner or an Information Coa missioner
shall before e enters upon his 6ffice make and subscribe before the President
cr seme othir person appointed by him in that bzhalf, an oath or & ffirmation
according to the form set out for the purpose in the First Schedule .

{4) The Chief Information Commissioner o-an Information Coirimissioner
may, at any time, by writing under his hand addressed to the P’resident,
resign from his office |

Provided thatthe Chief Information Commissioner or an Ir formation
Commission 2r may be removed i~ the manner specified under sed tion 14,

(5) The salaries and aliowances payable to and other terms andl ::onditions

of service of-

Term cof office
and conditions
of senvice.
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(@) the Chief Information Commissioner shall be tl e same as
that of the (>hief Election Commissioner, :

(o) an Information Commissioner shall be the sam 2 as that of
an Electior Commissioner. '

Privided that if the: Chief Information Commissioner or an Information
Commissicner, at the time cf his appointment is, in receipt of a pension other
than a disability or wound pension, in respect of any previous se vice under
the Goverriment of India or under the Government of a State, his salary in
respect of t ye service as the Chief Information Commissioner or an Information
Commissicner shall be reduced by the amount of that pension in:luding any
portion of p 2nsion which was commuted and pension equivalent of other forms
of retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent of retirement gratuity.

Provided further that if the Chief Information Commissioner or an
Information Commussioner if, at the time of his appointment is, 11 receipt of
retirement henefits in respexct of any previous service rendered in a i>orporation
establishec by or under anv Central Act or State Azt or a Governme 1t compény
owned or cantrolled by the Central Government or the State Govermnment, 'his
salary in respect of the service as the Chief Infcrmation Commissioner or an
Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of pension equivalent
to the retirement benefits
» Pravided also thet the salaries, allowzances and other conditions of

service of the Chief Information Commissioner and the Information

i am ’ et el by pmel ‘ - ue? s R

Commissicner and the Information Commissioners with such ¢fficers and
employees as may be necessary for the efficient performance of their functions
under this Act, and the salaries and allowances payable to andl the terms

i and conditons of service of the officers and otver employees aj pointed for
the purposs= of this Act shall be such as may be prescribed.

14 (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-section (3), the Chief Information
Commissicner or any Inforration Commissiorer shall be remtvad from his
offize only by order of the President on the ground of proved mist shaviour or
in capacity ifter the Suprere Court, ona reference made to it by th:2 President,
has on inguiry, reported that the Chief Tnformation Commissioer or any
Information Commissioner, as the case may be, ought on such ground ‘be
removed. J

{2) Thz President may suspend from office, znd if deem necessary prohibit
also from a'tending the office during inquiry, the Chief Information Cc nmissioner
or Information Commissioner in respect of whorr a reference has been made
to the. Supieme Court under sub-section (1) until the Pi=sident has passed
orders on rzceiot of the report of the Supreme Court on such refererce.

-

————
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(3) Nctwithstanding anything contained .n sub-saction (1), th2 President
may by order remove from: office the Chief Information Commissianer or any
Information Commissioner if the Chief Information Commissioner or a
Information Commissioner, as the case may be;, -

(@)
(£)

(c)
(d)

(e)

is adjudgad an insolvent ; or

has been convicted of an offence which in the cpinion of the
President, involves moral turpitude ; or

engages during his term of off.ce in any paid e ployment
outside the duties of his office ; or

is, in the opinion of the President, unfit to contin Je in office
by reason of infirmity of mind or body ; or

has acquired such financial or other interest as is likely to
affect prejudicially his functiorsas the Chief Information
Commissioner or a Informatiors Commissioner.

(4) If the Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Coramissioner
in any way. soncerned or interested in any contract or agreement inade by or
on behalf of the Government of India or participates in any way i1 the profit
thereof or ir any benefit or emolument arising there from otherwis:2 thanas a
member an 1 in common with the other members of an incorporatect company,
he shall, fcr the purposes of sub-section (1) be deemed to be guilty of
mishehaviolIr

CHAPTER IV
THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION

15. (I) Every State Government shall, by nofification in the Official Gazette, ~Constitution of
constitute a body to be known as the...........(name of the State) Information
Commissiorn to exercise the powers conferred on, and to perform thi2 functions  Commission.
assigned to. it under this Act.

(2) The State Informa‘ion Commission s1all consist of--

(@)
(b)

the State Chief Information Cornmissioner, and
such number of State Informatian Commissioners, not

exczeding ten, as may be deemed naczssary.

(3) The State Chief Information Commissiorier and the State Information
Cornmissioners shall be appointed by the Governor on th2
recommendation of #committee consisting of--

(i)

(ii)
(iit)

the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chairperson of the
committee: ; -
thé Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Asserbly ; and

a Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Chief ilinister.
%

Explanation - For the purposes of removal of doubts, it is hereby declared

that where 1he Leader of Opposition in the Lejyislative Assembiy has not

bean recognised as such, the Leauer of the singl: largest group in pposition

State
Informazition

-1l'rr
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of the Government in the Legislative Assembly shall be deema to be the
Leader of C pposition

(4) Thageneral superintendence, direction and management of the affairs
of the State Information Ccmmission shall vest in the State Chief | iformation
Commissio1er who shall be assisted by the State: Information Corn missioners
and may e:ercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which
may be exeicised or done by the State Information Commission autonomously
without being subjected to directions by any ather authority under this Act.

(5) The: State Chief Information Commissionar and the State Information
Commissiarers shall be persons of eminence in public, life with wide <nowledge
and experience in law, science and technology, social service, management,
journalism. mass media or administration and governance.

/6) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Iriformation
Commissioaer shall not be a Member of Parliament or Member of the
Legislature of any State or Union territory, as the case may be, or hold any
other office: of profit or connected with any political party or carrying on any
business or pursuing any prcfession. ,

(7) The headquarters of the State Information Commission :shall be at
cuch place in the State as the State Government may, by Notification in the
Official Gazatte, specify and the State Inforration Commission may, with
the previous approval of the State Government, establish offices at o 1er places
in the State.

16.(1) The State Chisf hformatnon Commissiorer shall hold office for a term

rf fjus veare fram o o

]

Provided that no State Chief Information Commissioner shall hold
office as such after he has attained the ageofsutty five years.-

(2) Eve'y State Information Commissioner shall hold office fo- a term of
five years from the date on which he enters upcn his office or till he @ttains the
age of sixty five years, whichever is earlfér, and shall not be eligible for
reappointment as such State Irformation Commissioner.

'l

Provided that every State Information Commissioner shall, o:1 vacating
hus office under this sub-section, be eligible for appointment as the State
Cheef Information Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-section (3) of
section 15 ;

Provided further that where the State Information Commissioner is
appointed a: the State Chief Information Commiissioner, his term of office
shall not be more than five years in aggregate as the State Information
Commissionr and the State Chief Information Commissioner.

(3) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a Sta*2 Inf :m'natlon
Comrmissionr, shall before he enters upon his office make and ¢ iubscribe
before the Gevernor or some: other person appointed by him in that t ehalf, an

s -;b:;{%;:m-f;-'. B
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oath or affirmation according to the form set cut for the purpose: in the First
Schedule.

(4) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information
Commissioner may, atany time, by writing under his hand addr:ssed to the
Governor, resign from his office ; ’

Provided thatthe: State Chief Inforrnation Commissioner or a State
Information Commissioner may be removed in the manner spe zified under
section 17. '

(5) The salaries and allowances payable to and other terms an 1 conditions
of service of-
(3) the State Chief Information Ccmmissioner shall e the same
as that of an Election Commissioner.

(0! the State Information Commissioner shall be tte same as
that of the Chief Secretary to the State Government.

Provided that if the State Chief Information Commission:ror a State
Information Commissioner, at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a
pension, other than a disability or wound pensicn, in respect of ziny previous
service under the Government of India or under the Governmerit of a State,
his salary i respect of the service as the State Chief information Cc mmissioner
or a State nformation Commissioner shall be reduced by the an ount of that
pension in:luding any portion of pension which was commuted «ind pension
equivalent of other forms of retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent
of retireme:nt gratuity ; i

Providedfurther that where the State Chief information Commissioner
or a State Information Commissioner if, at the time of his appeirtment is, in
receipt of ratirement benefits in respect of any previous service rendered in 2
Corporaticn established by or under any Cantral Act or Stae Act or 2
Government company owned or controlled by the Central Goverr ment or the
State Govarnment, his salary in respect of the service as the State Chief
Informatio » Commissioner or the State Information Commissioner shall be
reduced by theamount of pension equivalent ta the retirement b 2nefit ;

Providéd also that the salaries, allowznces and other conditions of
service of the State Chief InformationCommissicner and the State  Information
Commissicners shall not be varied to their disadvantage after their z apointment.

(6) Tre State Government shall provide the State Chief information
Commissioner and the State Information Cecmmissioners with sich officers
and emplcyees as may be necessary for the efficient performa 1ce of their
functions Lnder this Act, and the salaries and allowances payabl: to and the
terms and conditions of service of the officers ar.d other employes s appointed
for the purpose of this Act shall b.. such as mzy be prescribed

18
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17.(1) Subjectto the provisions of sub-section (3), the State Chief Information  Removal of
Commissicner or a State Information Commissioner shall be rerioved from ;‘Sr:;lsﬂ;:':;
his office only by order of the Governor on the ground of proved misbehaviour  Commissioner
or incapacly after the Supreme Court, on a reference made o it by the I‘:hsri;:’ﬁon
Governor, has on inquiry, reported that the State Chief Irformation Commissiorer
Cornmissicner or a State Information Commissipner, as the case may be,
ought on such ground be removed.

(2) TheGovernor may suspend from office, and if deem necessary prohibit
also from attending the office during inquiry, the State Chief Information
Commissioner or a State \nformation Commissioner in respect >f whom a
reference has been made to the Supreme Cout under sub-section (1) until
the Governicr has passed orders on receipt of the report of the Supreme Court
on such reference. :

{3) Nolwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), the Governor
may by orde r remove from office the State Chief Information Comimissioner or
3 a State infar mation Commissioner if a State Chief Information Con imissioner
or a State Ir formaticn Commissioner, as the case may be; —
- (a) is adiudged an insolvent , or )
{b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the opi tion of the

Govemor, involves moral turpitude ; or

(c) engages curing his term of office in any paid emj- ioyment
outside the duties of his office ; or

(d) is. in the opinion of the Governor, unfit to continu: in office
by reason of infirmihs af mims —be o -

affect prejudicially kis functions as the Siate Chief
information Commissioner o>r a State Irformation
Commissioner.

{(4) Ifthe State Chief Information Commissioner ora State Inf armation
Comimissioner in any way, concerned or interested in any contract
or aireement made by or on behalf of th= Goverment of the State
or participates in any way in the profit thereof or in any L:enefit or
emeiuments arising there from otherwis= than as;a memt2r and in
common with the other members of an incorporated con pany, he
shal, for the purposes offsub-secraon (7). be deemed tc be gunty
of m.sbehiaviour.

CHAPTERYV

POWERS £ND FUNCTIONS OF THE INFORNATION CONMMIS 5IONS,
APFEAL AND PENALTIIES

18. (1) Subjer:t to the provisions of this Act, it shal be the duty of th: Central
Information Cammission or State Information Commission, as the ¢ ase may
be. to receive and inquire into a complaint from any person, -

19
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(a) who has been unable to submit a request to a Ceritral Public
Information Officer or State Public Informaticn Officer, as the ca:.e may be,
either by reason that no such officer has bee:n 2ppointed under 1his Act, or
because thi2, Central Assistant Public Information Officer or Stat: Assistant
Public Information Officer as the case may be, has refused to ac zept his or
her applicalion for information or appeal under this Act for foraarding the
same to the: Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information
Officer or se:nior officer specified in sub-section( 1) of section 19 or Ihe Central
Information Commission or the State Information Commission, ='s the case
may be;

(b) who has been refused access to any information requested
under this sct;

(c) who has not been given a response to a request for i fformation
or access 1) information within the time limit specified under this: Act:

(d) who has been raquired to pay ar.amount of fee which he or she
considers unreasonable;

(e) who believes that he or she has beer: given incomplete, misleading
or false infcrmation under this Act; and

(f) in respect of any other matter relating to requesting ¢ r obtaining
access to rzcords under this Act;

(2) Where the Central Information Commission or State Information
Commissicn, as the case may be, is satisfied that there are ieasonable
grounds to inquire into the matter, it may initiate an inquiry in respict thereof:

(3) The Central Information Commission or State ‘nformation
Commissicn, as the case may be, shallwhile inquiring into any miatter under
this sectior, have the sam:e powers as are vesied in a civil court while trying
a suit undzr the Code of Civil procedure, 1308, in respect of the following
matters, namely;

(a; summoning and enforcing the atier dance of persons :and compel
them to give cral or writken evidence on oath and te [ roduce the
documents o- things;

(b’ requiring the discovery and inspection of documents,

(c: receiving evicence on affidavit; N

(d" requisitioning any public record or copies thereof frum any

court or office;

(e issuing sumrnons for examinatior of witnesses or cocuments,

and

5 of 1608
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(f) any other mattar which may be prescribed.

(4) Not with standing anything inconsistent contained in any other Act of
Parliament cr State Legislature, as the case may be, the Central Information
Commissiorn or the State Information Commission, as the case may be,
rnay, during the inquiry of any complaint under this Act, examine zny record
to which thiv: Act applies which is under the control of the public authority,
4 no such record may be withheld from it on eny grounds.

9. (1) Any person who, does not receive a decision within the time
specified in sub-section (1) or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of sectian 7, or is
zggrieved ty a decision of the Central Public Information Officer or State

Public Inforrnation Officer, as the case may be, may within ghirty <lays from_

the expiry of such period or from the receipt of such a decision prefer an
appeal to such officer who is senior in rank to the: Central Public In ‘ormation
Officer or State Public Information Officer as the case may be, in eiach public
authority:

Proided that such officer may admit the appeal after the expiry of
the period of thirty days if he or she is satisfied that the appellant was prevented
by sufficient cause from filing the appeal in time

{2) ‘WNhere an annealis preferred aoains! an order made by a Central

may be, uncer section 11 to disclose thifd party information, the: appeal by
the concernad third party shall be made within thirty days from tl e date of
the order '

(3) A second apgeal against the decision under sub-s:2ction (1)
shall lie within ninety days from the date on which the decision sh»)uld have
teen made or was actually received, with the Central In‘ormation

Commissior or the State Information Commission:

K

Prorided that the Central Information Commission or the State
Information Commission, @s the case mdy be, rnay admit the apjeal after
the expiry of the period of wiinety days if it is satisfied that the appellant was
prevented by sufficient cause from filing the appz2al in time.

by

(4) ifthe decision of the Central Public Information Office ror State
Fublic Inforraation Officer, as the case may be, against which an appeal is
preferred relates to nformation of a third party the Central In‘ormation
Commissior or State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall
give a reasonabs2 opporturity of being heard to that third party.

-

21
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(¥) In any appeal proceedings, the onus to prove that .1 denial of a
request was justified shall be on the Central Public Informaticn Officer or
State Public Information Officer, as the case may be, who denied the
request.

(6 An appeal under sub-section (1) or sub-section (2) shall be
disposed of within thirty days of the receirt of the appeal or within such
extended period not exceeding atotal of forty-five days from the ¢ ate of filing
thereof, as the case may be, for reasons to be recorded in writing.

(7) The decision of the Central Inforration Commission or State
Informatior Commission, as the case may bs, shall be binding.

(8) In its decision, the Central Infcrmation Commissicn or State
nformation Commission, as the case may be, has the power to-

(a) require the public authority to take any such steps :1s may be
necessary t) secure compliance with the provisions of this Act, ir cluding-—-

(i) by providing accass to informatior:, i so requested, in & particular
form:;

(i) by appointing a Central Public Irformation Officer 0 State
Public Information Officer, as the case may be;

(iiir by publishing certain informatiori.or categories of infirmation;

(iv- by making necassary changes lo its practices in r2 ation to
the maintenance, management and destruction of ¢ cords;

(v) by enhancing the provision of training on the right to irf srmation
for its officials;

(vi} by providing it with: an annual report in compliance w.t1 clause
(b) of sub-section (1) of section 4

(b) reguire the public authority to comperisate the complaiient for
any loss or ott er detriment suffered;

\ (c) irr pose any of the penalties provided 1inder this Act;

(d) re ect the application.

(9) The Central Information Commission or State Info: nation

Paraj
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Commissicn, as the case may be, shall give nctice of its decisior, including
any right of appeal, to the complainant and the public authority.

(10) The Central Information Commission or State |1formation
Cormmission, as the case may be, shali decide the appeal in a:cordance
with such p ‘ocedure as may be prescribed.

20. (1) Where the Central Information Commiission or the State |1formation
Commission, as the case may be, at the time ¢f deciding any conplaint or
appeal is of the opinion that the Central Putlic Information Officer. or the
State Public: Information Officer, as the case may be, has, without any
r2asonable cause, refused to receive an application for information or has not
furnished infirmation within the time specified uncier sub-section (1) of section
7 cr malafide ly denied the request for information or knowingly given incorrect,
incomplete cr misleading information or destroyed information whﬂ\was the
subject of the request or obstructed in any manner in funishing the infarmation,
it shall impose a penélty of two hundred and fifty rupees each day till
application is received or information is furnished, so however, the totil amount
of such penazlty shall not exceed twenty-five thousand rupees ;

Provided that the Central Public Information Officer or the:  State
Public Informr ation Officer, as the case may be. shalil be given a reiisonable
opportunity of being heard before any penalty is imposed on him :

Provided further tha* the burden of provinj that he acted re:isonably
ard diligently shall be on the Centra! Public Information Officer orth2  State
Public Inform ation Officer. as the case may be.

" . s wwale L Lifaull
Commission, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any coraplaint or
appeal is of the opinion that the Central Public Information Officer or the
State Public Information Cfficer, as the case 'may be, has, without any
reasonable cause and persistently, failed tc receive an application for
information or has not furnished information withir the time specifi=i under
sub-section (1) of section 7 or rnalafidely denied the request for information
or knowingly given incorrect, incomplete or misleading informaion or
destroyed info ation which was the subject of the: request or obstricted in
any manner in furnishing the information, it shall recommend for disc plinary
action against the Central Public Information Officer or the State Public
Information Officer, as the case may B'e: underthe service rules applicable to
him
)\ ~
/ CHAPTERVI "

MISCELLANEOUS
\

21. Nosuit, prosecution or other legal proceeding shall lie against any p)erson
for anything which is in good faith done or intended to be done under tis Act
or any rule mad= thereunder.

23
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22. The provisions of this Act shall have sffect notwithstanding anything
inconsistent therewith cantained in the Offizial Secrets Act, 1923, and any
other law for the time being in force or in any instrument havig effect by
virtue of any law other than this Act.

23. No court shall entertain any suit, applicztion or other prcceeding in
respect of :any ordermade under this Actand no such order shall se called in
question o'herwise than by way of an appeal under this Act.

24.(1} Nojhing contained in this Act shali apply to the intelligence and
security organisations specified in the Secone Schedule, being organisations
establishec by the Central Government or any information furnish 2d by such
organisatios to that Government:

Prcvided that the information pertaining ta the allegations of corruption
and human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sub-section:

Provided further that in the case of information sought foris in respect
of aliegation ; of viclation of human rights the infarmation shali only b:2 provided
afterthe approval of the Central Information Comrnission, and notwi hstanding
anything coitained in section 7, such information shall be proviced within
forty-five davs from the date of the receipt of request. '

(2) The Central Covernment may, by notification in tt e Official
Gazette, am2nd the Schedule by including therein any other intelligence or
szcurity orgz nisation established by that Government or omitting therefrom
any crganisztion already speciﬁed therein and on the publicatior of such
notification, such organisation shall be deemed o be included in o, as the
case may be. omitted from the Schedule.

(3) Evvery notification issued under sub-section (2) shaill be laid
before each Housz of Parliament.

(4) Nothing coritained in this Act sha'l apply to such inteilligence
and security organisation being organisations: 2stablished by ti e State
Government, as that Government may, from time: to time, by notifi :ation in

the Official Gizette, specify .
¢

Provitled that the information pertaining o the allegation of ccrruption
and human r.¢hts violations shail not be excluded under this sub-ce ction :

Proviz ed further that in the case of information sought foris in respect
of allegations of violation of human rights, the information shal! only be
provided after the approval of the State Information Commissicn and,
notwithstanding anything contained in section 7, such information «hall be
provided within forty-five days from .ne date of the receipt of request.

19 of 1923.
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Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid

The Central Information Commission or State Infcrmation

Monitoriag and

Commissior, as the case may be, shall, as soon as practicable aft:arthe end  "€PomNg:
of each year prepare a report on the Implementztion of the provisions of this
Actduring thiat year and forward a copy thereof to the appropriate Ga /'ernment.

(2)

Each Ministry or Department shall, in relation to “he public

authorities within their juridiction, coliect and provide such Information to the
Central Information Commission or State Infcrmation Commissicn, as the
case may be, as is required to prepare the report under this se:tion and
comply with “he requirements concerning the furnishing of that infarmation
and keeping of records for the purposes of this sizction.

@)

(a)

(b)

(€

(d)

(e)

E:ach report shall state in respect of the year to v-hich the
raport relates, -

the number of requests made to each public authority ;

the number of decisions where: applicants were no- entitled
to access to the documents pursuant to the requasts, the
provisions nf thic Apt pnrdar bzt b

e piUNISIONs wele [iVOKeq,
the number cf appeals referred to the Central Infcrmation
Commission or State Information Commission, as i1e case
may be, for review, the nature of the appeals and the ¢ utcome

of the appesls |

particulars of any disciplinary action taken against an s officer
in respect of the administration of this Act;

the amount of charges collected by each public authority
under this Act ; =

any facts whizh indicate an effort by the public autha ities to
administer and implement the spirit and intenticn of this
Act;

recommendations for reform, including recommendaiions in
respect of the particular public authorities, for the
development. improvement, mndernisation, reform or
amendme. .. td this Act or other Izgislation or commn law
or any other matter relevant for operationalising the rightto
access information.

ke
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(4) The Central Government or thi State Governme:nt, as the
case may b2, may, as scon as practicable aftar the end of each y::ar, cause
a copy of the report of the Central Informatior: Commission or the State
Information Commission, as the case may be, referred to in sub-section (1)
to be laid bexfore each House of Parliament cr, as the case may he, before
each House of the State Legislature, where there: are two Houses, and where
there is one House of the Sitate Legislature before that House.

(5) If it appears to the Central Information Commission or State
Information Commission, as the case may be, that the practice of a public
authority in relation to the exercise of its functions under this Act does not
conform with the provisions or spirit of this Act, it may give to the authority a
recommencdiation specifying the steps which nught in its opinion t be taken
for promotirig such conforrity.

26. h The appropriate Government may, to th 2 extent of
availability ¢f financial and other resources,--

(a) develop and organise educational programmes {2 advance
the understanding of the public, in particular of disadvantaged communities
as to how to exercise the rights contemplated under this Act,

(b} encourage public authorities to participate in the de-velopment
and organisiation of programmes referred to in clause (a) and to undertake
such programmes themselves;

(c) Promote timely and effective disseminationi ol accurate
information by public authorities about their activities; and

(d) train Central Public Information Officers or State Public
Information Officers, as the case may be, of putlic authorities ard produce
relevent training materials for use by the public authorities thems:ives.

(2) The: appropriate Government shall, within eighteen montt s from the
commence nent of this Act, compile in its official language a guide containing
such information, in an easily comprehensible form and manni:r, as may
reasonably be required by a person who wishes to exercise any rigl t specified
in this Act.

{3) Thi2 appropriate Government shall, if nesces/sary. update zind publish
the guidelines referred to in sub-section (2) at regular intervals wh ch shall, in
particular and without prejudice to the generazility of sub-section [Z), include-

(a) the objects of this Act,

26
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(b) the postal and street address, the phone and fa < number
and, if availzible, electronic mail address of the Central Public In‘ormation
Officer or Stzte Public Information Officer, as the.case may be, of every public
authority appointed under sub-section (I)of section5 ;

(c) the manner and the form in which request for access to an
informaticn shall be made tc a Central Public Information Office - or State
Fublic Inforriaticn Officer, as the case may be: ;

(d) the assistance available from and the duties of tt e Central
Public Inforrnation Cfficer or State Public Information Officer, < the case
may be, of ¢ public authority under this Act ;

(e) the assistance available from the Central Inlormation
Commissior. or State Inforrnation Commission, as the case may he :

(3} all remedies in law available regarding an act or fallure to act
in respect 0" a right or duty conferred or imposad by this Act including the
manner of filing an appeal to the Commission ; ‘

(9) the provisions providing for the voluntary disclosure of
categories cf records in accordance with Section 4 |

(h) the notices regarding fees to be paid in relation tc: requests
for access to an information ; and

{j eny adaiuonal regulaticns or circuiars mace cr issued Iin
- . - . - . » . -
relation to obtaining access to an information in accordance with this Act.

(4) The appropriate Government must, if necessary, update and publish
the guideline:s at regular intervals. '

27. (1) The appropriate Government may, by notification in 4 e Official
Gazette, mzke rules to carry out the provisions of this act.

{
¥

(2) In particular, and without prejudice to the gene"rality of th= foregoing
power, such rules may provide for all or 2ny ‘of the following matters,
namely :-

(a) the cost of the medium or print-cost price of the it aterials to
be disseminated under sub-section (4) of section 4 :

b) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section 5

(c) the fee payable under sub-sections (1) and (5) of section 7 :

Power to make
rules by
appropriate
Governrient
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(d) the salaries and qll&wénces p_a;;able to and the frrms and
conditions of service of the officers and other employees under su-section
(6) of secticr 13 and sub-section (6) of section 16 ;

(e) the procedure to be adopted by the Central Infarmation
Commission or State |nformation Commission, &s the case maybe it deciding
the appeals 1inder sub- -section (10) of section 18 ; and

()  any other matter which is required.,to be; or may be,
prescried. - oy 1‘: - 5.6
i e o ’ = ) @ G20 g
B Thecermpetent authority may, by notifi cetion'in the Official Gazette,
make ruies t> carry out the provisions of this Act.

(2) In perticular, and without prejudice to the generality of the +oregomg
power, such rules may provide for all or any of the following matters,
namely :- ‘
) the'cost of the medium or printcost price of the miterials to
be duﬁemmMMMb séttlorftat) Bf'secliond -+ ol R

(ii) the fee payable under sub-secticn (1) of section fi:
(i) the fee payable under sub-section (1) of section ™ ; and

(iv) any other matter which is required to be, or may be,
prescribed. ‘
29 (1) Eveyrule made by the Central Governrnent under this Act shall be
laid, as soor as may be aftar it is made, before 2ach House of Fzrliament,
while it is in session, for a total period of thirty clays which may be comprised
in one session or in two or more successive s2ssions, and if, tafore the
expiry of the session immediately following the session or the st ccessive
sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modification in the
rulz or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall
thereafter have effect only in such modified form or be of no effe st, as the
case may be, so, however, that any such modification or annulme:r t shall be
without prejudice to the validity oflanything previously done under hat rule.

(2) . Eveyrule made urder this Act by a Stat2 Government shill be laid,
as soon as ray be after it is notified, before the State Legislature

30 (1) Ifarydifficulty arise:s in giving effect ta the provisions of this Act, the
Central Govarnmeni may, by order published in the Official Gaze te, make
such provisions not inconsistent with the prov sions of this Act as :appear to
it to be necessary or expendiznt for removal of the difficulty ;

L §
I
[
!
Power to maks
rules by ,
competent ]
authority \
)

-

Laying of rules.

Power to v
remove
difficultie s.
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Prcvided that no such order shall be made after the expiry >f a period
of two years from the date of the commencement of this Act.

(2) Every ordar made under this section shall, as sc on as may
o after It is made. be laid before each House: of Parliament.

= M, The: Freedom of Information Act, 2002 is hereby repealec.

THEFIRST SCHEDUILE
[ See Sections 13 (2) arnd 16 (3) ]

~ FORM OF OATH OR AFFIRMATION TO B MADE BY THE SHIEF
" INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE INFORVATION COMMIE SIONER/
~ THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE S TATE
INFORMATION COMMISS| ONER .

7 ‘il,...,.... ... having been appointed Chief Informaticn Cornmissioner/l "formation

» Commissioner/State Chief Information Commissioner/State Iiiformation

~ Qommissioner swear in the name of God that | will bear tru:: faith and

 #llegiance t> the solemnly affirm.

, ‘Constitutior of India as by law established, that | will uphold the s svereignty

*and Integrity of India, that | will duly and faithfully and to the best o/ my ability,
knowledge aind judgment parform the duties of mv office without fezir or favnnr

]

THE SECOND SCHEDULE
( See Section 24

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ORGANISAT!ON ESTABLISHE D BY THE
CENTRAL GOVERNMENT.

1. Intelligence Bureau.

2. Resear:h and Analysis Wing of the Cabine! Secretariat.
3. Directorate of Revenue Intelligence.

4. Central Economic Intelligence Bureau. ®
5. Directorate of Enforcernent.

6. Narcotit:s Control Bureau

7. Aviation Research Ceritre,

8. Special Frontier Force.

9. Border Security Force.

10.Centra! Reserve Police: Force.

11. Indo-Tibetan Border Police.

5 of 2003
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12. Central Industrial Security Force.

13. National Security Guards,

14. Assam Rifles.

15. Special 3ervice Bureau.

16. Special liranch (CID),Andaman and Nicobar.

17. The Crimie Branch-C.1.D).-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli.
18. Special 3ranch, Lakshadweep Police. :

T. K VISWANATHAN,

Secy. to the Gov:.of India.

Printed at the Tripura Governmer.t Press, Agartala.
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