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• 

n e following Act of Parliament receivE1d the assent of th !! President 

on the 15lt June, 2005, and is hereb1 publis hE?d for general infurmation :-­

THE RIGl-lT TO INFORMATION ACT, 2005 / 
-~O. 22 OF 2005. 

\ 	 [15th ,, une, 2005) 

Ar Act to provid: for setting out the practical regime of right to 

information for citizens to s1~cure access to information under th · ~ control of 

public auth·Jrities. in order to promote transparnncy and accou nt~ 1b ility in the ·• 
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working of every public authority, the constitution of a Centra Information 

Commis~ ion and State Information Commissions and for matt: ·s connected 

therewith or incidental there.to. 

• 
WHEREAS, the Constitution of lndis has establisheLI democratic 

Republic; 

J\ND WHEREAS, democracy requires and informed dtizenry and 

transparency of information which are vital to it;, functioning and c: so to contain 

corruptio 1 and to hold Governments and their instrum~ntalit1es accountable 

to the go1•erned ; 

1 ND WHEREAS, revelation ofinfcrn1ation in actual p ..r ctice is likely 

to conflict with other public interests includ ing efficient opentions of the 

Governrr ents optimum use of limited fiscal ..esources and the pr~servation of 

confidenl iality of sensitive information ; 

1~ND WHEREP.S, it is necessary to harmonise the~ e conflicting 

interests while preserving the paramountc'.{ cf the democratic i jeal ; 

l·IOW, THEREFORE. it is expedient to provide forfurn·shing certain 

informatiJn to citizens who desire to have t. 

BE 1t ena :ted by Parliament in the fifty-sixt'1 'ear of the Republic of India as 

follows :­
CHAPTER·-1 

PRELIMINAHY 

1. (1) This Act may be called the Riuht to Information A,.:t, 2005. 

(2) It extends to the whole of India except the State o' Jammu and 

Kashmir. 

(3) The provisions of sub-section (1 / of section 4 , sub-sections (1) 

and (2) er section 5, sections 12, 13, 15, 16, 24. 27 and 28 sh 3JI come into 

force at c nee, and the remaining provisions of this Act shall co ne into force 

on the ore hundred and twentieth day of it5 rnactment. 

2 . In this Act, unless ~he context othHrv1ise requires,­
.>, 
I 

(3) ·appropriate Government" means in re lation to a pi blic authority 

w'hich is 1·stablish:d. const luted, owned, conlrolle~r substanl ally financed 

by funds provided directly or indirectly­ .. 
(i) by the Central Government or the Union territory aclministration, 

the Centr 31 Government : 
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(i) 	by the State Government, the :3tate Government ; 

(b .1 "Central Information Commission· means the Centm l Information 

Commission constituted under sub-section (i) of section 12 ; 

(c ·, 	 "Central Public Information OHice~ means the Ct-·ntral Public 

I 	 In formation Offic=r designated under sub-section (I) an j includes a 

C• ?ntral Assistant Public Information Officer designated <1s such under 

SL b-section (2) of section 5 ; 

(d.1 "Chief Information Commissioner" and "Information C immissioner" 

m::an the Chief Information Commi!;s:oner and Informal ion 

C1»mmissioner appointed under sub-:.ection (3) of sect on 12 ; 

(e 1 "competent aulhority means" -­

(i) 	 the Speaker in the case ot the House of the People or the 

Legislative Assembly of a State or a Union territory 

having ~;uch Assembly and the Chairman in th= case of the 

Council of States or Legislative Council of a St 1te ; 

(ii) 	 the Chief ,lustice of India in thE! case of the Su~1 reme Court; 

(iii) 	 the Chief Justice of tile Hig~ Court in the case of a High Court; 

the Con~;titution ; 

1v) the administrator appointed un:Jer article 239 of the Constitution; 
If/I 

./rr, ,"Information· 11-eans any material in any form , inclu:ling records, 

de •cuments. memos, e-mails, opinions. advices. prE'SS releases, 

ci culars. orders. logbooks, contracts, reports, papms, samples, 

rn Jdels. data material held in any e ectronic form anc information 

re ' a ting to any private body which can be accessed bfa public authority 

ur1der any other law for the time being in force; 

(f;) "prescribed" means pres~ribed by rules made undE r this Act by 

t·1=appropriate Government or the competent authority. as the case 

rn 3 be ; 

"public autho~ity' means any authority or body or institution of self­

9c..vernment established or coristitutecl-­

(a) 	by orwnder the Constitution ; 

(b) 	by ani1 other law f!lade .bl/ Parl iame_nt ; 

(r. ) 	by any other iaw made by State Legisla.tvre ; 

\ \J) by not fication issued or order made by.the 3ppnt>priate 

Gove?rnment. arid includes any-­
2 
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(i) body owned, controll i:3d or substantially financed ; 

(ii) non-Government 	 organization substantially 

financed , directly or indirectly by funds provided 

by the appropriate· Government ; 

. (i 1 "record" includes-­

(a) 	any document, manuscript and file ; 

,./ (b) any microfilm, microfiche and facsimile· copy of a 


document ; 


(c) 	any reproduction of imag·~ or images embc1died in such 

micmfilm (whether enlar£·ed or not) : and 

(d) 	any other material produced by a computer or any 

other device ; 

ljl "right to info·mation" means th-: right to informatio11 accessible 


- under this Act which is held by or under the con1r.ol of any 


public auth-::>rity and includes thi~ right to­

(i) 	 inspection of work, docvments, records · ... 
(ii) taking notes. extracts or certified copies of documents 

or records ; 

(iii) 	taki~g certified samplEis -of material ; 

(iv) obtainlrig information 	in the form of diskettes floppies 

tapes, video cassettes orr in any other eleetronic mode 

or through printouts Wh•3rll SUCh information is stored in 

a computer or in any oth1~r device ; 

M "State Information Commissiori" rneans the State lrformation 

Commiss1on constituted under sub-s~ction (1) of sec:i:>n 15 ; 

o;- "State Chief Information Com miss oner" and "State Information 


Commissioner" m'3an the State Chief Information Commissioner and 


the State I nfonna1,ion Commissioner appointed und13· sub-section 


(3)·of secrion 15 ; 


(m) 	"State Public Information OfficPr" means the State Public 

1nformation Officer designated uncle1 sub-section (1) 3nd includes 


a State Assistanl Public Information Ofiicer designated a; such under 


sl...Jb-section (2) of section 5 : 


(11) "tl1irc! ·party" means a person c.lher than the citizen m-aking a 
0n !quest for i nforma~ion and includes a public authority. 


___..._fl .-· -	 - --- ­
~ 	 f 4 
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CHAPTER-!! 
RIGHl TO INFORMATION AND OBLIGATION~i OF PU'BLIC AUTHORITIES 

:3. 

4 

Subject to the provisions of this Act, all citizens shall have the right ~ight tc•. 
· f · informc::t1on

to in ormat1on. 

(:) Every public authority shall­
Obligali:ms 
of publi: 
authorities 

(ct} maintain all its records duly catalo~ued and indexed in a manner 

a 1d the form which facilitates the rigr.t to information under this Act 

atid ensure that all records that are appropriate to be­c.>mputerised 

at-e, w ithin a rea~;onable time and su~ect to availability of resources, 

computensed and connected through !I network all ove · the country 

o/fferent ~ysterns so that access 1o such records ~s facilitated , 

~J..~ublish within one hundred and twenty days from th· ~ enactment 

' o f this Act, -­ ; 

(ij the particulars of its organisation, fu 11ctions and 

duties . 

(ii} the powers and dutieE of its officers and·'employees ; 

(iii) the procedure followed in the decision mal ing process, 

incl:.iding channels of supervision and a'4.ountability ; 

(iv) the norms set by it for tre discharge of Hi: functions , 

(v) the rules, regulations, inst1Jctions, manuals and records, 

held by it or under its cortrol or used by ~$ employees 

~' 

(vi) a statement 0 1 me C..c .1= "' ~' 1c:> u . ~..,.... '. ·-· ..• .... ~ ­

held by it or under its control ; : 

(vii) the! particulars of any arrangement tlt ;:1t exists for 

con:;ultation w ith, or representation cythe members of 

the public in relation to the formulatior of its policy 

or implementation the-reof ; 

(viii) a !>latement of the boards councils, committees and 

other bodies consisting of two or mp-e persons 

constituted as its part of for the purpose of its advice, 

and as to whether meetings of those bQards, councils, 

committees and oti'ler bodies are open to the public, or 

the minutes of such meetings are accessible for 

public; 

(ix) a directory of its officers and employee's; 

(<) the monthly remuneration recewed by eact> of its officers 

and employees, includ i n ~ 1 the system of c:ompensation 

as prcvided in its regula~reon . 

('(i) ~e budget allocated to :ach of its agenry, indicating 

t • .e par.iculars of all p!ants, proposed expenditures and 

reports on disbursemen-s made ; 

5 
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(xii) the manner of execution of subsidy programmes, 

including the amounts alloc:ated and the delc ils of 
beneficiaries of sudl programmes ; 

(xiii) particulars of recipients of concessions , permits or 
authorisa~ions granted by it , 

(xiv) details in respect of the information, availatle. to or held 

by 1t, reduced in an electronic form ; 

(xv) the particulars of facililie:. available to ci tizens for 

obtaining information, including the working hou~..of a library 

or reading room, if maintained for public use ; 

(.<vi) the ~s. desigoatiom; and other particul«rs Ef the 
Public 1iii0iiilation Officers ; 

(xvii) such other information <1s may be prescrioed ; and 

thereafter update these publications every yea , 

(c.1 publish all rel·:?vant facts while formulating importar t policies or 

announcing t'ie decisions which affect public ; 

(a I provide reasons for Its administrative or quasi-judici 31 decisions 

to affected perstms. 

(;') It shall be a constant endeavour of every public uuthority to . 

tc: ke steps in accordance with the requirements of c:l:1use (b) of 

s•ib-section (1) to provide as mucJi information sue. motu to the 

pJblic at regular intervals through various means of coMmunication, 

mcluding mterne·t, so that the public: have minimum resmt to the use 

of this Ac~ to obtain information. 

( ?) For the purposes of sub-section (1), every inforn-c ti on shall be .. 

c isseminated w idely and in such fo'lll and manner w 1ich is easily 

cccessible to the public. 

l... 

(4} All materialr. shall be dissemin3ted taking into con: ideration the 

cost effectiveness, local languag·~ and the most ef1e :::tive method 

c 1f communication in that local area and the inform <i! on should be 

easily accessible, to the extent possible in electron c format with 

the Central Public Information Offi:::er or State Publ::: Information 

•)fficer. as the case may be, available free or at su ;h cost of the 

·ned1um or the print GPst price as m3y be prescribec' 

Explanation.­ For the purpm;e~ ; of sub-section; (3) and (4), 

'disseminated" means making know or communicated the information 

t~ the public ·through notice beards. newspape ;s , public 

.3nnouncemen1, media broadcasts, the internet or ar.~ other means, 

including inspe:ction ofoffices of any public authority. 

Every public at.ithority shall, within :>nehundred days C•f the enactment Desi;inalic•n of­
. . Publ1clnfcrmallc.n

of th is Act, designate as many •Jfflcers as the ( . en t;~;I Public OHic:ers 

6 
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Information Officers , >r Stato Public Information Officers, as the case may 


be, 11'\ all administrc:it111e units or offices under it as may be necessary le 


provide inform~tion ·t~ · persons requesting for the information under this Act 


(2) Without prejud ice to the provisions of sub-section (I ), every public 0 

authority shall design1te an officer, withi!J.Jl!)e hundred days of the enactme~ 
:::==> 

of this Act, at each sub-divisional level orother sub-district level as a Centr~ 

~s1stant Public Information Officer or a State Assista11t Rublic lnformatio1 

Officer, as the case may be, to receive the applications f.or information o · 


appeals under this Pd for forwardinq the same forthwith to the Central Pub1F: . 


Information Officer. or the State Public Information Officet- or senior officer 


specifiea under sub-section (I) of section 19 or the Cootral lnformati-:m 


Commission or the State lnformati-:>n Commission, a:; tne case may be : 


Provided1hat -.yhere an application for information or appeal is give , 


to a Central Assista 1t Pubiic lnfom1ation Officer or a Ste te Assistant Pubh:: 


Information Officer, as the case may be, a period of five days shall be addE·d 

in computing the period for response specified under sub-section (I) >f 

section 7. 

(3) Ever1 Central Public lnfoima~ion Officer or State Public lnformali<.·n 


Officer, as the case may be shall deal with requests from'·persons seeki1 19 


information and re11der reasonable assistance to the persons seeking such 

information 

' , - . 

as he or she cons ders it necessary for th~ proper discharge of his or h er 

f 
 duties. 


t (5) Any officer whose assistance has been sought under sub-sect.on 

(4 ). shi31! render a I assistance to th~ Central Public Information Office1 or 


State Public lnfor nation Officer, as the case may be, seeking his or 1er 


ass.st&nce and for the purpose of any contravention of the provisions o'f~is .. 


Act. such other off :er shall be treated as a Central Pub1ic lfifqrmation Off.cer 


or State Public lnf.Jrmation OH1cer as the case may be. 


, 	 1 ' 

6 (I) A persO'fl who desires to obtain any inforrr ation under this / \ct, 	 Request for 
obtaining Ishall make a req11est in writing or t1rough electronic means in Englis! 1'or 
information. l 

Hindi or in the offb al language C·f the area in which the application is b1 ·ing Imade. accompar ying such fee crs r1ay be prescribed, to=-­

(a) the C• mtral Public lnf•x mation Officer or Slate Public lnformrtion IOfficer. a; the case may be, of t h1~ rnncerned public authority : 
I 

7 
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(b) the Central As~ istant Public ll\formation Officer or Stab~Assistant 
Public Information Officer. as the case may be, 

sp1~cifying the particulars of the information sought by hi~ or her ; 

Pmvided that where such request cannot be made in " 'riting, the 
Central Pul,lic Information Officer or State Pllblic Information Officer, as the 

case may t•e , shall render all reasonable as-si~tance to the pers )n making 

the requesl orally to reduce the same in writing . 

(2) An applicant making request for information shall not be required 

to give any reason for requesting the information or any other persflnal details. 

except tho~;e that may be necessary for con:acting him. 

· (3) Where an application is made to a public authority rec uesting for 

an informal on.- · 

(11' (i) which is held by another public authority; or 

(ii) the subject matter of which is more closely ::onnected 

, 1 with the functions of another public authority, 

e public ;1uthority. to which such applic~tion is made , shall t ansfer the 

pplication x such part of~ as may be appropriate to that other public authority ' 
nd inform the applicant immediately about ~.uch transfer; 

Pr•)Vided that the transfer of an application pursu;:int to this 

sub-section shall be made as soon as practicable but in no cas1 ~ later than 

five days fn m the date of receipt of the application. 

0 1:;posa l of ­7. (I) Subject to the. proviso to sub-se<:tion (2) of sectinn 5 or the 
r?quest 

proviso to~ ub-section (3} of section 6, the Central Public lnform3'Jon Officer 

or State P iblic lnformatior.- Officer, as the case may be, on r, ~ceipt of a 

request un Jer section 6 shall, as expeditiou~.ly as possible , ano 11 any case 

within thirt; days of the receipt of the request , either provide the i 1formation 

on payment of such fee'as'may be prescribed or reject the requc:·.t for any of 

the reason .; specified in sections 8 and 9; 

Provided that whete the information sought for concern ~; the life or 

liberty of a person, _t~same shall be provided within forty-e_jght t1ours of the 

receipt of tl 1e request. 

(2) If the Central Public Information Offic.er or State Pub Ii<~ Information 

Officer, as the case may be. fails to give decision on the request folinformation 

within the period specified under sub-section (I), Central Publi\ l.1formation 

Officer or State PiJb1ic Information Officer, a~ the case may be, shall be 

deemed to have refused the request; 

(3; Where a decision is taken to provide the information t n payment 

I 
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of any further fee representing ttie cost of providing the information, !he Central 
Public Information Officer or State Public Information Officer, as the case 
rnay be, sh<\11 send an intimation to the person making the requer::t, giving­

a l the details of further fees represent ing the cost of pmviding the 

info1mation as determined by him, together with. the calcu ation s ma e to 

arrive at the amount in accordance with fee pmscri~ed under Sutr:3ection (I), 

requesting l1im to deposit that fees, and the period intervening b~!tween the 

despatch of the said intimation and paymenl c1f fees shall be excluded for the 

?~pose of calculating the period of thirty day_~ re.:ferred to in th_at sub-section.i'' 

(b) Information concerning his or her ri~Jht with respect to review the 

decision as to the amount of fees charged or the form of acces~- provided, 

including t~ e particulars of the appellate authority, time limit, pr )cess and 
any other fc rms· 

1 ( 4) Where ;·1ccess to the r·~cord or a part therelJf is required to b 3 provided 

under this Act and the person to whom accei;s is to be provided ts sensorily 

disabled, th,e Central Public Information Offii;e r or State Public Information 

Offi::er, as tne case may bH, shall provide assistance to enable access to the 
information including providing such assistance as may be appropriate for 

the inspect on. 

(5) Where :3ccess to information is to be provided in the printed or in any 
electronic form::it +ho .,,., ,., ,;,.. :;i ,, 1 c:'1:i fl ~:ubipr.t t" •.., ,_ - · -- ·- ·-­

Pr< 1vided that the fee prescribed unde· sub-section (I) c f section 6 

and sub-se :tions (I) and (:i) of section 7 shall bE? reasonable and 110 such fee ~ 
shall be clK1rged from the persons_who are of below poverty line as may be 

d•3termined by tile appropriate Government. 

(fi)~~twithstand ing anything contained in sub-section (5), the per~;on making 

req Jest for the informatio1 shall be provided the informati~n fc~ of charge 

where a publ ic authority fails to comply w ith the limits specified in 
sub-sectior (I). ~ - ----:- ­

r 

(n Before taking any decision under sub-section (I), the Central Public 
lnformatior1 Officer or Sta~e Public Information Officer, as the ca :;e may be, >i 

Ist1all take i 1to considerati•Jn the representat on made by a third party under 
section 11. 

\ 

(8) Where a request has_been rejected under sub-section (~ ) . I.he Central 

Public Info rmation Officer or State Pt•blic Information Officer, c:s the case 
may be. sh311 communic'ate to the personmakirig the request,-­

,, 
I .. 
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(i) the reasons for ~;uch rejection ; 

(ii) t1e pedod within which an appeal against such rejection may be 

pmferred: ar d 

(iii) lhe particulars of the appellate authority. 

(9) An infom'lation shall ordinarily be provided in 1 he form in which ii. is sought 

unless it would disproportionately divert the resources of the publk: authority 

or would be detrimental to the safety or preservat:on of the record 1n question. 
(' 

8. (1) Notwi·:hstanding anyth ing contained in 1his Act. there st all be no E mption 
from 

obligation to give any citizen, - disclosrne of 

(a) fnformation, disclosure of which would prejudicially affect the informallon. 

sovereignty and integrity of India, the security, strategic. scientific or economic_..,..;''"'··=--~-=-­
interests of ·:he Stare. relation with foreign State or lead to incitement of an 

offence; 

(b) •nfonnation whicti has been expressly forbidden to br? published 

by any cour: of law or tribunal or ttie disclo:;ure of which may :onstitute 

contempt of court; 

(c) lnformat1on. tt.le disclosure of which would cause a breach of 

privilege of Parliament or the Sta1e Legislatum; 

(d) Information including commercial confidence, trade :;ecrets or 

intellectual property, the d sclosure of which would harm the c11mpetitive 

position of a third party, unlE~ss the competent authority is satisfied ·:hat larger 

public interest warrants the disclosure ofsuch information ; '"' 

(e) 11formation available1De person in his fiduciary relations·1ip, unless 

the competPnt auttiofity is satisfied that the larn : r public interesl warrents 

t'1e disclosu ·es of such information; 

(f) information received in confidence from foreign Govemr 1ent; 

{g) information. 1he disc losure o! wh ich would endange.r the life or 

physical safE~ty'Of any person or identify the sourcE of information or r1ssistance 

given in con..idence for lew enforcementor security purposes; 

' 
(h) information wtiich would impede the process of investigation or 

prehensic n or prosecution of offenders ; 

(i) cabinet papers including records of deliberation of the Gouncil of 

Ministers, S.~cretaries and :>ther officers ; 
Pro-1ided that the decisions of Council of Ministers, th1 ! reasons 

.• I 
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thereof, and I he material on the basis of which the decisions were tt: ken shall 

be made public after the decision has been taken and the matter is<.omplete, 

or over : 

Provided further that those matters which come under the €)'3mptions 

specified in t1is section shall not be d isclosed; 

(j) in1 or.mation which relates to personal information the d isc:losure ·of 

which has no relationship tq any public activity or interest, or whk:h would 

cause unwan ented invasion of the privacy of th1~ individual unless th 3 Central ,_ - -­
Public lnformntion Qfficer or tile State Public lnfo1mation Officer or the appellate 

authority, as the case may be, is satisfied that the larger public interest 

justifies t.Pe. d isclosure of suc:::h information; 

PjQ>1,.jed that the information which cannot be denied to the P.:ir1iament 

or a State l e ~ islature shall not be denied to any person. 

(2) Notwithstanding anything in the Offii::1al Secrets Act, ·1923 nor 

any of the exe:mptions permissible in accordance w ith sub-section (I), a public 
- ' authority rna:,1 allow access to information, if public interest in disclosure 

outweights the harm to the protected interests. 

(3) Subject to the provisions of clauses (c ), (c) and (i) of sub-section 

(1), any information relating to any oceurrence-, event or matter w hich has 

taken place, ciccurred or hapJ?ened tweny years before the date on which any 
' - ----~'---------

request is m<;de uncipr c:prti,.,,.. F' c:h:::.Jt h<> ,..,~.,.,.i, ,, •,.. --.. ­

.... 

Provded that where any question aris:s as to the date from which 

the said period of twenty years has to be computed, the decisirn of the 

Central Government shall be final, subject to the usual appeals provided for in 

this Act. 

9. W ithout prejudice to the provisions of section 8, a Cen ti :ii Public 

Information C•fficer or State Public Information O"ficer, qs the case may be, ' 

may mject a wquest for information where such a request for providin9 access 

would involve an in fring~rnent of copyright sub!>isting in a person o:her than 
the State. t 

10. (')Where a request for access to)\nformation is rejected on the 

ground that 1t is in relation to information whicfi is exempt from di!.:closure , 

then, notwithstanding anything contained in this Act, access may be provided 

to that part or the record which does not co~tain any information which is 

exempt from disclosure unde!r this Act and which can reasonably be severed 

from an~' part that contains exempt information. 

______..:,(2::..):....V~vnere access is !Jranted to a part of the record under sul.-section 

11 ' 

I 
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(I), tha Central Public Information Off!Oer or the State Public lnformati1)n Officer, 

as the case 11ay be, shall give a notice to the applicant. informing ­

(a) 1hat only part of the record request~d . after serverar ice of the 

record containing information which is exempt from disclosure is being 

provided; 

(b) t 1e reasons for the decision,including any findings on any material 

question of fact, referring to the material on which those findings WE re based; 

(c) tie name and designation of the ~rson giving the dee 1sion; 

(d) the details of the fees calculated by him o r her and the <imount of 

fee which th~ applicant is required to deposit, and 

(e) his or her rights with respect to review of the decision regarding 

non-disclosue of part of the mformation, the amount of fee cha rued or the 

form ofacce;s provided, inciuding the particulars c·f the senior officem specified 

under sub &:.ction (I) ofsection 19 or the Central Information Comrnission or 

the State Information Commission, as the case may be, time limi ·~ process 

and any othm form of access. 

Thrr\d party 11 . (I) Where· a Central Public Information Officer or a State Public Irformation 
1nfo1 mat1on. 

Officer, as t~ e case may be, intends to discios~ any information cir record, or 

part thereof on a requ~ rr.ade under this Act, v.1hich relates to or has been 

supplied by a third party arid has been treated .as confidential by that third 

party, the Cf•ntral Pubfrc Information Officer or the State Public· Ir formation 

Officer. as the case may be. shall within five days from the recoipt of the 

request. give a written notice to sucta third partv of the request and :>f the fact 

that the Cen-ral Public lnfonnation Officer or Stale Public lnfo011ati\ln Officer, 

as the case may be. mtends to disclose the in.:ormation or record, or part 

thereof, and invite lhe third party to make a wt.un ission in writing or orally, 

regarding whether the information, should bed sc.losed, and such submission 

of the third p3rty shalibe kept in view while takil)g a decision about disclosure 

of information. 

"' Pro·1ided that ·excf~pt in the case of trade or commerci.11 secrets 

protected by law, disclosure may be allowed if the public interest in ·fisclosure 

outweighs ir importance any possible harm or injury to the inter&sts of such 

third party. 

(2) Where a notice is served by the Centi al Public lnfo011c:it1on Officer 

or the State Public Information Officer, as thecas•? may be, under sub-section 

(1). to a third party i~ r~spe jof any information er reco~d or part ther~of, th~ . 
third party shall , w1thtn ten days from the dat·~ ~receipt of suchnotice, be 

I 
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g iven the opportunity to make representation against the propose:C: disclosure. 

(3) Notwithstanding anything contained in section 7. the Ck.-ntral Public 

lnformatior· Officer or the State Public Information Officer, as th(! :case may 

be , shall, ·11 ithin forty days after receipt of the request under sec-.ion 6, if the 

third party has been given an opportunity to make representi:1tion under 

sub-sectio11 (2). make a decission as to whether or not to d isclose the 

information or record or part thereof and give inwriting the notice of his decision 

to the third party. 

(4) A notice given under sub-section (3) shall include astatement 

that the thir j party to whom the notice is given is entitled to prefe.l an appeal 

under section 19 against the decision. 

CHAPTER Ill 
THE CENTF!AL INFORMATION COMMISSION 

12. (1) 	 Tll·? Ce'1tra1 Gove·nment shall by Notification in the Offio:il Gazette, ConstitiJtion 
of Central

constitutior a body to be ~:nown as the Central information Corr: miss ion to Information 

e:cercise tht ! powers conferred on. and to perfor rn the functions a ;signed to. Commi!;sion. 

;t under thii Act. 

(2) Tt·,1 ! Centra: Information Commission shall consist of-­

(aJ the Chiefln:crmatiom Commissioner, and 
fr ,"1 <;t !r l"> r' fJ l"'}l,or r f r o -,•rt"' 1 (..,&..,--.-•·-.- ,-.___, __ -- .- ~-

(3) Tht ·Chief I nfo:-rnation Commissioner and Information ComTiissioners 

shall be awointed by the President on the reco.Timendation of ct 1;ommittee 

consisting r: r-­
(i) 	 the Prime Minister, who shall b~ the Chairpersor of the 

committee ; 

(ii) 	 the Leader of Opposition in· the- Lok Sabha; and 

(iii) 	 a Union Cabinet Minister to be nominated by,dhE· Prime 

Minister. 

Exrlanation-For the purposes-of removal of doubts. ii is hereby 

<le.dared th<1t where the Leader ofOpposition in the House of the People has 

ric.t been r € .cognised as w:h, the Leader of the s ingle larges : group in 

opposition cf the Governmt~nt in thel-iouse of th•~ Peopte shall be(/eemed to 

tie: the Leadt~r of Opposition. 

(4) The general 5upe:rintendenc'e. direction and managementoi the affairs 

of the Cenl1 al Information Commission shall v1~st in the Chief lrforrriation 

· Commissior er who shall be assisted by the ln-'orr"'ation Commiss.::mers and '-­
may e>:ercis ~ afl su:h powers and to all such ac.ts and things whk;h may be 

~--~ercised o · done by the 1::::entral Information Commission au~1nomously 

1s 	 ., 

/~ 
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without bei lg subjected to directions by any other authority und.-ir this Act. 

(5) Th.? Chief Information Commissioner and Information Commissioners 

shall be pen ons ofeminence in public life with wide knowledge and :!Xperience 

in law, scier ce and technology, social service, management. journc;lism, mass 

media or ac ministration and governance. 

(6) Thi~ Chief Information Commissioner 1xan Information Cornmissioner 

shall not bH a Member of Parliament or Member of the Legisla1ure of any 

State or Union territory, as the case may be, or 'iold any other office of profit 

or connecte·d with any poli1 ical party or carrying on any business t1r pursuing 
any profess ion. 

(7) Th1] headquarters of the Central lnform.3tion Commissicn shall be at 

Delhi and th~ Central lnfom1ation Commission may, with the previo1 is approval 

of the Centi al Government, establish offices at •Jther places in ln(lia. 

13. (1) TtH ~ Chief Information Commissioner shall hold office for a I erm of five 

years from the date on which he enters up.Jn his office and sl 1all not be 

eligible for r·-?appointment ; 

Prm1ided that no C:i ief Information Com11issioner shall hol d office as 

s1.tch after he has attained the age of sixty-fiv·:! rears. 

(2) Eve·ry Information Commissioner shall hold office for a t•.!rm of five 

years from · he date on which, he enters upon his office or till he 1ttains the 

C1ge of sixl:)-five years, whichever is earlier, and shall not be 1 !ligible for 

reappoin tmunt as such lnfc·rmation Commissior.er 

Pro 01ided that every Information Comrni!;sioner shall, on v. ·~ting his 

office und-:1 this sub-section be eligible for appointment a~ the Chief 

Information Commissioner in the manner specified in sub-se::1ion (3) of 

$ect1on 12 : 
Pro•1ided further that where the lnformatio,1Commissioner ·~ appointed 

c.s the Chief Information Commissioner, his terr.1 of office shall nc t be more 

than five ye<1rs in aggregate as the Information Commissioner anc the Chief 

Information <;ommissioner. 

(3) The Chief Information Commissioneror an Information Corr missioner 

shall before I 1e enters upon his 6ffice make and subscribe before the President 

er some oth· ~r person appointed by him in that bo~ha lf, an oath or c:1ffirmation 

according to the form set out for the purpose in the First SchedulE . 

(4) The Chief lnformati:in Commissioner ot a;i Information Commissioner 

may, at any time, by writing under his hand ad.jressed to the I 'resident, 

resign from his office ; 

Pro\'ided that the Chief Information Commissioner or an fr formation 

Commission er may be remtJved ;~ the manner specified under se1 tion 14. 
(5) The salaries and allowances payable to and other terms and ::onditions 

ofservice of-

Term of 1Jffi<.e 
and conditions 
of sen.ice. 

I ... 

•, 

14 
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(a) the Chief Information Commissioner shall be ti e same as 

that of the Chief Election Commissioner, 

(b) an lnfom1ation Commissioner shall be the sam ~ as that of 

an Electior Commissione r. 

Pruvided that if the Chief Information Commissioner oran Information 

Commissic1ner. at the time of his appointment i~•• in .receipt of a pension 'other 

tt1an a disability or wound pension, in respect of any previous se vice under 

the Government of India or under the Government of a State, his salary in 

rnspect oft ie service as tht~ Chief Information Commissioner oran Information 

Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of that pension in·:luding any 

portion of p ;nsion which was commuted and pension equivalent of ::>ther forms 

of retirement benefjts excluding pension equivalent of retiremen1 gratuity. 

Pnvided further that if the Chief Information Commissioner or an 

Information Commissioner if, at the time of hi~. appointment is, 11 receipt of 

retirement benefits in respE!ct of any previous ser1ice rendered in a Corpora~on 

establishec by or under any Central Act or StateA~or a Govemme it company 

owned or c mtrol!ed by the Central Government or the State Gove:mment.~is 
salary in re ;pect of the se1vice as the Chief lnfc rmation Commis~.ioner or an 

Information Commissioner shall be reduced by the amount of pension equivalent 

to the retirPment benefits ; 

Pr widl~d also that the salaries, allowances and other e<mditions of 

service of the Chief Information Commis~ion~r and the Information 
r._ ... _ 

• - ,.. " • ,. • "- .• • - -· t I I • ..,) " 

. =· "- - .-- . . ... . r -

Commissic •ner and the Information Commi~si:lners with such t•fficers and 

employees as may be necessary for the efficient ~ertormanceoftheirfunc:tiOns 

under this A.ct. and the salaries and allowai1ces payable to and the terms 

and condit•ons of service of the officers and ot·1er employees arpolnted for 

tile purpose of this Act sha ll be such as may be. prescribed. 

14 (1) Subject to the provisions of sub-se..:ti)n (3). the Chief Information 

Cornm1ssic •ner or any Information Commissior er sn ail be rembved from his 

offl::e only I lY order of the President on the grou.id of-proved mistehaviour or 

in capacity 1fter the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by th'~ President, 

has on inq Jiry, reported that the Chief intonnation Commissio ier or any 

lnformatio11 Co'Tlm1ssioner, as the case may t>e, ought on such ground :be 
~~~. > l 

(2) Th~ President ma~ suspend from office, 3nd ifdeem neces!;ary prohibit 

also from al-tending the office during inquiry, the Chief Information Cc Timissioner 

or I nformat1on Commissioner in respect of whorr a reference has been made 

to the:,Sup1 eme- Court under sub-section (1) until the Pr~sident tias passed 

orders on receiot of the report of the Supreme Court on such refuerce. 

Remo\a l 
of Chid 
lnformmon 
Commissioner 
or lnfomation 
Comm1ss1oner. 

14 15 
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. I 

.J(3) Ne twithstanding anything containeo .n sub-section (1 ), th ~ President 

may by order remove from office the Chief Information Commissi :mer or any 
lnformatio11 Commissioner if the Chi~f lr)formation Commis~.ioner or a 
Information Commissioner, as the case maybe,-­

(a) 	 is adjudg-sd an insolvent ; or 
(b) 	 has been convicted ofan offence which in the opinion of the 

President. involves moral turpitude ; or 

(c) 	 engages during his term of off:ce in any paid err ployment 
outside the duties of his offi•::e ; or 

(d) 	 is. in the opinion of the President, unfit to contin Je in office 

by reason of infirmity of mind or body ; or 

(e) 	 has acqu ired such financial or other interest as is likely to 

affect prejudicially his functiorsas the Chief Information 

Commissionerora Information Commissioner. 

(4) lf tt1e Chief Information Commissioner or a Information Cor1missioner 

in any way. :;oncerned or interested in any contr~ct or agreement made by or 

on behalf o f the Government of India or participates in any way i, the profit 
thereofor 1r1any benefit or emolument arising there from other.Vis·~ than as a 

member an j in common with the other members ofan incorporated company, 

he shall. fc-r the purposes of sub-section (1 ) be deemed to be guilty. of 
misbehavio11r. 

CHAPTER IV 

THE STATE INFORMATION COMMISSION 	 , fl(, 
llnd 
or , 

15. 	(I) Every State Government shall, by no1ification in the Offici:1I Gazette, -Constitutionof 
Slate

constitute a body to be knet'A'n as the...........(name of the State) Information lnform<ition 
Commissior 1to exercise the·powers conferred on,and to perform t!-\1?functions Commi>s1on. 

assigned to. it under this 1\ct. 

(2) Tlw State lnforma~ion Commissions1all consist of-­

(a) 	 the State Chief Information Cor1missioner. and 
(b) such number of State lnform3ti :m Commissionoi s, not 

exceeding ten, as may be deemed n·:cassary. 
(3) 	 The State Chief Information Commissio11er and the State Ii 1formation 

Cornmissioners shall be appointed by tt1e Governor on th·:! 

recommendation c•f a'-committee consisting of-­
(i) the Chief Minister, who shall be the Chairperson •Jf the 

c.ommitteE! ; 
(ii) 	 the Leader of Opposition in the Legislative Assrn 1bly ; and 

(i ii) a Cabinet Minister to be nominated by the Chief Minister. 
\ 

Explanation - For the purposes of removal o f doubts, it is herel>~ declared 

I 	 tlrnt where the Leader of Opposition in the Le!] islative Assembly has not 

been recognised as such. the Leau.:rof the singlH largest group in oppositionI.. 
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of the Govmnment in the Legislative Assembl/ shall be deemed to be the 

Leaderof C pposition 

(4 ) Thn general superintendence, direction and management ofthe affairs 

of the State Information Ccmmission shall vest in the State Chief I iformation 

Commissio ierwho shall be assisted by the Sbte Information Com.nissioners 

and may e:i:ercise all such powers and do all such acts and things which 

may be exe1 cised or done by the State lnformatio.1Commission aut1)nomousty 

without beir1g subjected to directions by any ·:>tiler authority under this Act. 

(5) The State Chief Information Commis~io11er and the State Information 

Commissioners shall be persons ofeminence in pJblic, lifewith wide (nowledge 

;md experience in law, science and technolog~1. ~;ocial service, ma ·1agement, 

journalism. 11ass media or administration and go11ernance. 

(6} ThE· Stat~ Chief Information Commi:>s•oner or a State 11 1formation 

Commissio 1er shall not be a Member of Pa·iiament or Member of the 

Legislature of any State or Union territory, as tr e case may be, or hold any 

o ther office ·:>f profit or connected with any polit.cal party or carrying on any 

tJusiness or pursuing any profess ion. 

(7) The headquarters of the State lnformali·)n Commission :;hall be at 

suct1place in the State as th~ State Government may, by Notificc1tion in the 

Official Gaz atte, specify and the State lnforr.1ation Commission may, with 

the i:;revious 3pproval of the :3tate Government, establish offices atot ierplaces 

i11 the State. 

16. (1) The State Chief Information Commissiorer shall hold office for a term 
I• ..., • 

Pro•,·ided that no State Chief Information Commissioner shall hold 

office as sue h a fter he has 3ttained the age:Of s ixty five years. ·· =· · 

(2) Evey State Information Commissione!r ~;hall hold office fo··a term of 

f1 ve years fro·-n the date on which he enters ~pm llis office or till he attains the 

a g1~ of sixt'/ five years, whichever is earli;r, and shall not be e ligible for 

ri ?appointme nt as such State Information Commissioner. 

Prov tded that every State Information Commissioner shall,0·1vacating 

his office unjer th is sub-section. be eligible for 3ppointment as the State 

Chief Information Commissioner in the ~anner specified in sub-sec.tion (3) of 

s1~c:tion 15 ; 

Pro'v ided further that where the State Information Commi~;sioner is 

appointed a: the State Chief Information Commissioner, his tenn of office 

shGill not be more than fivE? years in aggregate: as the State lnf:>rmation 

Comrnission1Jr and th~ State!Chief Information Commissioner. 
·f 

(:1) TfW State Chief Information Commis~:io1er or~ Sta•3 lnfxmation 

C0 rnrnisslon1 !r, shall before he enters upon his office make and wbs~ribe 
bdl)re the Gc·vernor orsome!other person appc1in~ed by him in that t:ehalf, an 

'!E 
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oath or affirmation accord ing to the form set out for the purpose in the First 

Schedule. 

(4) The State Chief Information Commissioner or a State Information 


Commissioner may, atany time, by writing under his hand addr.~ssed to the 


Governor, resign from his office ; 


p ,·ovided that thE! State Chief Information Commission,?r or a Stale 


Information Commissioner may be remoyed in the manner spe : ified under 


section 17 . 


( 5) The :;alaries and allowances payable to and other terms an j conditions 


of service nf­

(a'1 the Stale·Chief Information Cc:mmissioner shall be the same 


as that of an Election Commi>sioner. 


(b :• the State Information Commi>sionershall be tr e same as 


that of the Chief Secretary to the State Government. 


P1 ovided that if the State Chief Information Commissio'1 1~r or a State 

Information Commission·~r. at the time of his appointment is, in receipt of a 

pe'1s1on, other than a disability orwound pension, in respect of any previous 

service under the Government of India or undHr the Government of a State, 

his salary 111 respect ofthe service as the State Chief Information Cc.mmissioner 

or a State nformat1on Commissioner shall be reduced qy the an- ount of that 

pension tn :luding any portion of pension whrch was commuted i.1nd pension 

equivalent of other forms •Jf retirement benefits excluding pension equivalent 

of retiremE!nl gratuity ; 
I 

Provided further thatwhere the State Chief Information C'•mmissioner ... 

or a State Information Commissioner if, at the time of his appointment is, in 

receipt of retirement benefits in respect of any previous service ~. ·ndered in a 

Corporatic•n established by or under any C•?rrtral Act or Sta :e Act or a 

Government company owned orcontrolled by t11e Central Goverr mentor the 

State Gov 3rnment. his salary in respect of ttie service as the State Chief 

lnformatio 1 Coinmissioni?r or the State lnforrr ation Commissio 1er shall be 

reduced b~• the.amount of pension equivalent to the retirement b 3nefit ; 

Provi~d also that the salaries. allowu1ces and other ci)nditions of 

service of tiie State Chief I nfomnation Commissic ner and the State Information 

Commissirners shall not be varied to their disadv~tage after their c: :ipointment. 

(6) n e Slate Government shall provitje me State Ch ief Information 

Comm1ss1oner and the Slate Information Ccmmiss1oners with such officers 

and emplc·f~S as ma~· be necessary for the efficient perform a ice of their 

functions 1. nder this Act. anoj the salaries and allowances payabl·? to and the 

terms and cooditions of service of the officers ar.d other employee; appointed 

,Ifor the purpose of this Act shall ti .. such as mE y be prescribed 

I 

JB 
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Sut)ject to the provisions ofsul:rsection (3), the State Chief Information 

Commiss1c1ner or a State Information Commis~ioner sha ll be rer-1oved from 

his office ori ly by order of the Governor on the ground of proved m1 ; behaviour 

or incapac ty after the Supreme Court, on a reference made to it by the 

Governor, has on inquiry, reported tha t the State Chie f Ir formation 

Commissicner or a State Information Comini!?~ign~r. as the ca··;e may be, 

ought on such ground be mmoved. 

(2) Tho Governor may suspend from offlC(~. an~ ifdeem n~~iary prohibit 

also from <1ttendin£ the office during inquir/ , the State Chief Information 

Commissioner or a State information Commissioner in respect ·)f whom a 

reference has been made to the Supreme Court under sub-secti·)n ( 1) until 

the Govemn has passed orders on receipt ofthe report of the Sup1 eme Court 

on such refMence. 

{3) Notwithstanding anything contained in sub-section (1), th< Governor 

may by orde r remove from office the State Chief Information Commissioner or 

a State In for rnation Cammi ;sioner if a State ChiE<f Information Con 1missioner 

or a State Ir formation Commissioner, as the ·::ase may be: ­
(a) is adjudged an insolvent ; or 

(b) has been convicted of an offence which, in the op11ion of the 

Governor, involves moral turpitude : or 

(c) engages curing his term of office in any paid em1 ­ loyment 

outside thi~ duties of his office ; or 

(d} 1s in the opinion of the Governor, unfit to contin11t ! in office 
hv ' ''"''SOr of i,..r._·._. -' - ·-- ­ '-·-' 

3ffe·:t prejudicially ~is funcrrons as the S ate Chief 

Information Commissioner :>r a State Ir formation 

Commissioner. 

(4) 	 If thi! State Chief Information Commissioner or a State lnl Jrmation 

Cor11miss1oner in any way, concerned or interested in an; cpntract 

or '1! 1reeinent made by or on behalf of the Goverment of t'le State 

or p; 1rtic1patE>s in any way in the pro4t :hereof or in any l~enefit or 

ernc luments aris1n9 there from otherwis-a than as,ememt-er and in 

corn n on with the other member:s of an iricorporated corr pany, he 

shal , fo1 thr! purposes of'sub-section 1·1 ) , be deemed tc be guilty 

of m sbetta·1iour. " · 

CHAPTERV 

POWERS J.ND FUNCTIOl\IS OF THE INFOHMATION COMMIS~>IONS, 

APPEAL AND PENALTIES 

18. (1) Subjt-?~ :t to the provisi:ms of this Act. it sha I be the duty of tli ! Central 

Information C :>mmiss1on or State Information C:o1~mission, as.the case may 

be. to receive and inquire int:) a complaint from any person,· 

Removal of 
State :::h1ef 
Information 
Comrr issiorier 
or Sta te 
Information 
Commissior er 

-


. .... 
19 



-
® 


rripura Gazette, Extraordinary Issue, July 27, 2005 A. D 

(a) who has been unable to submit a request to a Ce·ntral Public 

Information Officer or Stat·~ Public lnformatic·n Officer, as the en: .e may be, 

either by re3son that no such officer has bee:n appointed under !his Act, or 

because thn. Central AssiHtant Public Inform 3tion Officer or Stall? Assistant 

Public lnformation Officer as the case may be, has refused to ac :ept his or 

her applica tion for information or appeal under this Act for forwarding the 

same to thu Central Public Information Officer or State Public Information 

Officer or SE?nior officer specified in sub-sectio1( 1) of section 19 or I.he Central 

Information Commission or the State Information Commission, c:is the case 

may be; 

(b) who has bei~n refused access to any information requested 

under this /~ct; 

(c) who has not been given a response to a request for i 1formation 

or access tJ information within the time limit s~iecified under th1~ . Act; 

(d) who has been required to pay ar. arnount of fee which he or she 

considers unreasonable; 

(e) who believes that he orshe has beer. given incomplete, misleading 

or fa lse information under this Act; and 

(f.1 in respect of any other matter relating to requesting c r obtaining 

access to records under this Act; 

(2) W I 1e.re the Central Information Commission or State I 1formation 

Commissic•n, as the case may be, is .satisoed that there are reasonable 

grounds to inquire into the matter, it may initiate an inquiry in resp1~ct thereof; 

(3) T'1e Central Information Comni~ sion or State nformation 

Commiss1c1n, as the case may be, shall1while inquiring into any ITl3tter under 

this sectior1, have the same powers as are ves: ed in a civil court Nh ile trying 

a su it und ~r the Code of Civil procedure, 1'308, in respect of the following 

matters , nnmely; 
,( 

(a: 	 summoning e.nd enforcing the atter dance of persons .3nd compel 

them to give oral or writlen evidence on oath and to r-roduce the 

documents o· things; 

(b: requiring the discovery a11d ins~oe c:tion of document·;; 


(c; receivirig evidence on affidavit; 


(d:· requis 1tion in~1 any public record or copies thereof frum any 


court or office; 

(e • iss.uing sumrnons for examinatior· of witnesses or CJ ocuments, 

and 

5 of 1HOS 
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(f) any other matt·~r which may be prescribed. 

(4) Not with standing anything inconsistent contained in any other Act of 

Parliament cir State Legislature, as the case may be, the Central Ir.Formation 

Commissiori or the State Information Commission, as the ca~.f may be, 

may, during the inquiry of any complaint under this Act, examine c:1ny record 

to which th i ~ ~ Act applies which is under the control of the public authority, 

no such record may be! withheld from it on 2ny grounds. 

(1) Any person who, does not receive a decision within the time 

specified in ::;ub-sect1on ( 1} or clause (a) of sub-section (3) of secti )n 7, or is 

t:y a decision o·f the Central Publii:; Information Office r or State 

Public Information Officer, as the case may be, may within !hirty days fron}__ 

the expiry o f such period or from the receipt ol such a decision prefer an 

appeal to such officer who is senior in rank to the Central Public In 'ormation 

Officer or State Public Information Officer as the case may be, in e.:tch public 

authority: 

Pro-Jided that such officer may admit the appeal after thE expiry of 

the period of thirty days if he or she is satisfied that the appellant wah 1xevented 

by sufficient cause from filing the appeal in time 

(2) Nhere ari aooeal ir; nreferred aaainsl an order made b1·a Central 

may be, uncler section 11 t·::> disclose th1\d party informat1on, the• :lppeal by 

the concern ~d third party shall be made within thirty days from ti :e date of 
s<" 

c 

(3) A s8cond api:;eal against the deci3ion under sub-s ?ction (1) 

shall lie witl-\;n ninety days from the date on which the decision s ~:>uld have 

been made or was actually received, with the Central In 'ormation 

CorT'm issior or tl1e State Information Commission: 

Prcr.1ided that the Central Information Commission or the State 

Information Commission, c:1s tt1e cese may be:, rnay admit the ap1 1eal after 

ttHi expiry o1 the period ofn inety days if it is satisfied that the appdlant was 

prevented b ~ sufficient cause from filing the app· ~al in time. 
>i 

(4 ) :f the decision of the Central Publ ic information dfficE r or ~tate 
F'ubl1c Information Officer, as ~he case may be, against which an apR_eal is 

pmfmred re 1ate5 to nformation of a third pa1ty the Central ln·'ormation 

mmissior1 or State Information Commission, as the case may be, shall 

give a reasonatJ.~ opportur. ity of being heard to 1 hat third party. .. , 

21 

I 



1c 

@ 

Tripura Gazette, Extraordinary Issue, July 27 . 2005 A [ 

(~ · ) In any appec:1I proceedings, the onus to prove that . 1denial of a 
request was justified shall be on the Central Public lnformatcc,n Officer or 

State Pub lie Information Officer, as the cnse may be, wh:i denied the 
request. 

(6 :• An appeal under sub-section ( 1) or sub-section (2) shall be 

disposed of within thirty days of the recei •t oLtb.e-apPfilll or within such 
extended period not excet!ding a total of forty·-fr1e days from the d:ate of filing 

thereof, as the case may be, for reasons to be recorded in writin~ . 

(7) The decision of the Central lnfornation Commis~i11n or State 

lnformatior Commission, as the case may be, shall be binding. 

(8) In its decision, the Central lnfcrmation Commiss C'n or State 
Information Commission, as the case may bE?, 11as the power to­

(a) require the public authority to take any such steps ; 1s may be 

necessary t) secure compliance with the pro·1is ions of this Act, 1r eluding-­

(j) by providing ac:c:ss to informatior , ~so requested, in;: particular 

form: 

(ii) by appointing a Central Public fr-formation Officer rn State 

Public Information Officer, as the· case may be: 

(iii 1 by publishing certain information.or categories of inf• •rniation; 

(iv. 	 by making ne·cessary ch~nges to i!s practices in r~ ation to 
the maintenance. management and destruction of ·E cords; 

(v) 	by enhancing the provision of trainin~J on the right to irf irmation 

for its officials; 

(vi) 	by providing it with an annual report in compliance w.t l c lause 

1 b) of sub-secti:in { 1) of secticln 4 

(b) re quim the public authority to corciper.sate the comp!ai11ent for 
an) loss or ot~ er detriment suffered; 

(c) 	irr pose any of th1? penalties provided under this Act;\ 

(d) 	re. ect the application. 

(9) 	 The Central lnfom1ation Commissic1n or State Info: 11ation 

:~ 

Pe11alt 

I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
I 
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Commiss ion, as the case may be, shall give notice of its decisioi 1, including 

any right o1 appeal, to the complainant and tne public authority. 

(1C1) The Central Information .Commission or State l:1formation 

Commissio "· as the case may be, shall decide the appeal in a1;c:ordance 

w ith such p ·ocedure as may be prescribed. 

20. (1) Where the Central Information Commission or the State Ii !formation 

Commissio11, as the case may be, at the time of deciding any co.nplaint or 

nppeal is o1 the opinion that the Central Public Information Offk.er: or the 

State Publrc Information Officer, as the case may be, has, without any 

reasonable cause, refused lo receive an application for informationor has not 

furnished inf11rmation within the time specified undersub-section (1) of section 

7 or malafide ly denied the request for information or knowingly given incorrec~ 

incomplete c r mi_sleading information or destroyed information w~was the 

subject of the request or ~bstructed in any manner in funishing the inhrmation, 

it shall impose ci penalty of two hundred and fifty rupees each day till 

application is received or infomiation is furnished, so however, the to~1I amount 

of such pena lty shall not exceed twenty-five th1::>usand rupees ; 

Provided tha t the Central Public lnfonnation Officer or th.:i State 

Pulllic lnforrr atio11 Officer, as the case may be shall be given a r~i 1sonable 

orportunity of being heard before any penalty is imposed on him · 

Prov1.jed further tha~ the burden of provin9 that he acted rmtsonably 

and diligently shall be on the Central Public lnforrr.ation Officer or tn ~ State 

Public Inform 3tion Officer. a:; the case may be. 

.... -.... ..~u:.. ''• ..... 1r1~c::n1v. 

Commission. as the case may be, at the time <>f deciding ariy complaint or 

appeal is of tile opinion that the Central Public: Information Officr.r or the 

State Public Information Officer, as the casei May be, has, withJut any 

reasonable cause and persistently, failed tc• receive an applicc1tion for 

information or has not furnished information within the time specifie11under 

sub-section (1.1of section 7 or malafidely denied the request for information 

or knowingly ~ iven incorrect, incomplete or msleading inform:i .ion or 

destroyed info mation which was the subject of 1he request or obstiLcted in 

any manner in furnishing the information, it shall recommend for disc plinary 

action against the Central PL·b!ic Information Officer or the State Public 

Information Officer, as the cas1:? may t)°e, under.the service rules applicable to 

him 
>i 
I CHAPTER VI 

MISCELLANEOUS 
\ 

21 . No suit, pro:;ecution or othE!r legal proceeding shall lie against any person 

for anything which is in good fa ith done or intended to be done under t ·1is Act 

or any rule mad•:! thereunder. 
. ; 
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A·:t to have 22. The provisions of this Act shall have -effect notwithstandi11g anything 19 of 1923. 
•)1erridmg 

inconsistent therewith contained in the Offi:ial Secrets Act, 19:!3, and anyef fect 

other law for the time being in force or in ciny instrument havi11g effect by 

virtue of any law other than this Act. 

Bar of 23. No c·:>urt shall entertain any suit, application or other prroeeeding in 
jur sdictron of 

respect of any order.made under this Act and no such order shafl :>e called in COJrtS 

question o ..herwise than by way of an appeal under this Act. 

Ae1 not to 24.(1) Nothing contained in this Act shall apply to the intelligence and 
ap1 •ly to certain 
organisatons. security organisations specified in the Secono Schedule. being organisations 

establishec by the Central Government or any- information furnish ~d by such 

organisatio1s to that Government: 

Pre vided that the infom1ation pertaining to the allegations ot corruption 

and human rights violations shall not be excluded under this sul>··Section: 

Pro•11ded further that in the case of infom1ation sought for is in respect 

of allegation ·i of violation of human rights the infJrmation shall only o i provided 

cifter the approva1 of the Central Information Commission, and notv.t hstanding 

anything co11tained in section 7. such informali :m shall be provi' ed within 

forty-five da::s from the dat(! of the receipt of request. 

(2) The Central Government ma:1. by notification in tt·e Official 

Gazette. anund the Schedule by including thE?re·in any other intelligence or 

secu~ity org~ nisation established by that Govern11ent or omitting therefrom 

any organ is~ tion already specified therein and on the publication of such 

notification. ~ ; uch organisati::m shall be deemed :o be included in nr, as the 

case may be. omitted from the Schedule. 

(3) Ever; notifit:ation issued under sub-section (2) sh::1H be laid 

before ea:::h ~ lous: of Parliament. 

(4 ) Nothing cor. tained in this Act sha I apply to such int• :lligence 

and security organisation being organisations ~stablished by ti e State 

Government. as that Government may, from time! to time. by notiri :ation in 

the Official G; 1zette. specify : 
~ 

Provi< led that the ~nfom1ation pertaining lo lhe allegation of cc rruption 

and human r ~ ·hts violations ~.hail not be excluded under this sub-sE ction : 

Prov:( ed further that i1 the case of informat·on sought fot is in respect 

of 81!egationr. of violation of human rights. th1~ hformation shall 1mly be 

provided afte1 the approval of the State Information Commissic.n and, 

notwithstandin9 anything contained in section 7, rnch information !:hall be 

provided withi'I forfy-fiva days from .. 1e date of the receipt of request. 
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> 

' (5) Every notification issued under sub-section (4) shall be laid 

before the ~ tate Legislatum. 

25.( 1) The Central Information Commission or State lnfc.rmation 	 Monitorilg an j 
reportin!J. Comm ission. as the case may be, shall, as soon as practicable afti~r the end 

of each year prepare a report on the Implementation of the provisinns of this 

Act during th:·1t year and forward a copy thereof to the appropriate Go-.1ernment. 

(2) Each Min i~;try or Department shall, in relation to ~he public 

a uthorit ies within their juridiction, collect and prO\i de such Information to the 

Central Information Commission or State lnfc-rmation Commiss1cin, as the 

case may bi>, as is required to prepare the report under this sedion and 

cornply with ·he requirements concerning the furnishing of that int"Jrmation 

ancl keepin9 of records for the purposes of this. s~ction . 

(3) 	 E:ach report shall state in respect of the year to v ·hich the 

report relates,­

(a) 	 the number of requests made to each public authority ; 

(b) 	 tt1e number of decisions wherei applicants were n::i ·entitled 

to access to the documents pursuant to the requdsts, the 

provisi0ris l)f t h ;., t.r• """-· · ·- -• • 

___ r- .., • i~ · , ·~ .-c:•.: r1vuKeo, 

(c) 	 the number of appeals refermd to the Cen~ral lnfc.rmation 

Commission or State Information Commission, as I 1e case 

may be, for review, the nature of the appeals and the c utcome 

of the appea Is ; 

(d) 	 particulars of any disciplinaryaCljon taken against ant officer 

in respect of the administration of this Act ; l 

(e) 	 the amount of charges collected by each public au~hority 

under this Act ; 

(f) 	 any facts whk:h indicate an effort t y the public auth:::i ities to 

administer and implement the spirit and intention of this 

Act: 

(g) recommendations for reform, including recommenda :ions in 

l respect of the particular public authorities. for the 

development improvement, mrJdernisation, ref•1rm or ... 
amendme1 " t ::> this Act or other l,egislation or comm in law 

or any other matter relevant for ope:rationalising the light to 
\ 	 access information . 
"-----~~~~---~~~~~~~ 
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(4) The Central Government or th1~ State GovernntE!nt, as the 

case may b 3, may, as soon as practicable aft·;ir the end of each v~iar, cause 

a copy of the report of thei Central Information Commission or the State 

Information Commission, <1s the case may.be, rn ferred to in sub-s.ection (1) 

to be laid bnfore each Hol;se of Parliament Ctr, as the case may be, before 

each House of the State Legislature, where there are two Houses, ilnd where 

there is one House of the State Legislature b1?fore that House. 

(5) If it appears to the Central lnf:mnation Commission or State 

Information Commission, as the case may be, that the practice of a public 

authority in relation to the eJ<ercise of its functions under this Ac t does not 

conform wit h the provisions or spirit of this Ac:t , 1t may give to the authority a 

recommendation specifying the steps which ought in its opinion t•> be taken 

for promotir1g such conformity. 

26. {I) The appropriate Go-.1ernment may, to th ! extent of 

availability c: f financial and other resources,-­

(a) develop and organise educational programmes t·) advance 

the underst:3nding of the p1Jblic, in particular of disadvantaged communities 

as to how to exercise the rights contemplated 11nder this Act; 

{b) encourage public authorities t·::> participate in the de·velopment 

and organ i~ ;ation of programmes referred to in clause (a) and to undertake 

such progr<immes themselves ; 

{c.l Promote timely and effecfr1e dissemination' o l accurate 

information by public authonties about their activities; and 

{d) train Central Public Information Officers or St.:ite Public 

Information Officers, as the case may be, of public authorities arid produce 

relevent tra ining materials for use by the public 3Uthorities thems·! lves. 

(2) TtMappropriate Government shall, witriin eighteen montr s from the 

commence -nent of this Act, compile in its official language a guide :ontaining 

such information, in an easily comprehensible form and mann1 ir, as may 

reasonably be required by et persoo who wishes to exercise any rigI it specified 

in this Act. 
>i 

{3) Th·~ appropriate Government shall , if nece/sary, update ci nd publish 

th e guidelines re:ferred to in sub-section (2) at regU\ar intervals wh ::h shall, in 

oarticular a id without prejudice to the generalit; of sub-section (: ), include­

{a) the objects of this Act, 

26 
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(b) the postal and street add res!>, the phone and f:i <number 

and, if availcible. electronic mail address of the Central Public In 'ormation 

Officer or St<1te Public Information Officer, as the c;ase may be, of e\'ery public 

authority appointed under sub-section (I) of section 5 : 


(c) the manner and the form in which request for ac< ess to an 

information ·:;hall be made to a Central Public Information Office · or State 

Public lnforr1ation Officer, as the case may be ; 


(d) the assistc:1nce available from and the duties of tt-e Central 


Public Information Officer or State Public lnfonnation Officer, a~ the case 

may be, of c: public authority under this Act ; 


(e) the assistance available from the Centra l In lormation 

Comniissior. or State Information Commission, as the case may he ; 


(f) all remedie:S in law available mgarding an act or fa ilure to act 
in respect o .. a right or duty conferred or imp1)sed by ,this Act including the 
m<mner offiling an appeal to the Commission ; 

' 
(g) the provisions providing for the voiuntary disc losure of 

categories cf records in accordance with Section 4 : 

(h) the notice:; regarding fees to be paid in relation k · requests 
for access to an information ; and 

\1; oriy aoomor.at regulat1or1s or c1rcu1ars maoe or 1ssuea in. . 
relation to obtaining access to an information in accordance with this Act. 

(4) The appropriate Government must, ifnecessary, update and publish 
the guidelinE!S at regular int1~rvals. 

27. (1) The appropriate Government may, b> notification in tt e Official Power to rnake 

Gazette, me ke rules to carry out the provisions of this act. ~u~:~o~~ate 
1 1< Governne-nt. 

(2) In p3rticular, and without prejudice to the gene}ality of th~ foregoing 
power, such rules may provide for all or ;iny 'of th~ followin~ matters, 
namely :­

(a) the cost of the medium or print-cost price of the rr aterials to 
be disseminated under sub-section (4) of section 4 ; 

(b) the fee pa~1able under sub-section (1) of section :> ; 

(c) the ~ee payable under sub-sections (1) and (5) of :;ection 7 ; 
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(d) the salarie.H and a)lowances ~~a~able to ahd the t~ :.rms and 
conditions of service of the officers and other E~mployees under sth-section 

• I 
(6) of sectior 13 and sub-se1ction (6) of section 16 ; 

(e) the procedure to be adopted by the Central Inf :>_rmation 
Commission ::>r State JnforrneitionCommission, e1s 1tie.case maybe, ir ·deciding

" the appeals 1mder sub-sec;:ti0n ( 10) of sectk>n f9 : and 

(f) .?.ny other matter which is req u ir~d . to "be~ or may be, 
~ ); .,, . . 

prescribed . .. · . " - • ·. . ·. · 
'·, .---·~~ • 'F ' :- .. (, . - .... _ ,,...,,. ii' ,..... ' I 9;~ , ..,r 

. ~~ ~ ·. . ~ - .. {" -'( 

2t~ The:G~8etent auH1arity may, by notificc_tion' in ltle Official Gazette, Power to Ill ake 1 rules by make ru~s t::> carry out the provisions of this Acr. 
competent 
authori ty 

(2) In pmticular, and without prejudice to th~_generality of the foregoing 

power, sue!' ·ru l~s may .provide fdr all or a 1~y of th,e following matters, 

namely :­

.. -. . ' 
(i) lhe'cost'°of the m.ediurnor printi:ost price of the niuterials to 

b:_dt'§·~~-(lQ~b-s@'Ctiorf~T'Ofsecl ion 4 ·~ ··' ·: ...... · • "~'" ~·= 

(ii) the fee payable under sub-se~tion (1) of section I ;· ; 

(iii) the fee parable under sub-section (1) of section ·;· ; and 

(iv) any other matter wh ich is required to be, or may be, 

prescribed. 

29 (1) Eve -y rule made b~ the Central Government under this A< t shall be Laying of rules. 

laid, as soor as may be aft·~r it is made, before ,each House of Pc: r1iament. 

while it is in ~ .ession , for a total period of thirty clays which may be c1lmprised 

in one session or in two or more successive s-~ssions, and if, b:!fore the 
expiry of the session imme·diately following the session or the m.ccessive 

sessions aforesaid, both Houses agree in making any modificati1m in the 

rule or both Houses agree that the rule should not be made, the rule shall 

thereafter have effect only in such modified forrn or be of no effe :t, as the 

case may be , so. however. I.hat any such modificotion or annulmrn t shall be 

without prejudice to tne vali j ity of"'anything pre·viously done under :hat rule. 

(2) . Eve 'Y rule made under this Act by a Stat· ~ Government sll;:1ll be laid, 

as soon as rnay be after it i ; notifie~ before the State Legislature 

I 
30 (y ) If ar ydifficulty ariseis in giving effect tci the provisions of this Act, the Power to 

remove Central Gov~rnment may, by order published in the Official Gaze :te, make 
diff1cultie >. 

such proviskms not inconsistent with the prov siiJns of this Act as .ippear to 

it to be nece :;sary or expen·j iant for removal of the difficulty ; 

28 
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Pre vlded that no such order shall be made after the expiry :>fa period 

of t\No yaan. from the date of the commencerne nt of this Act. 

(2) Every ord•:!r made under this section shall, as sc :>n as may 

Im ortor It l·s made. be laid before each House! of Parliament. 

31 . Tho Freedom of Information Act, 2002 is hereby repeal~d. 5 of 20(·3 

THE-FIRST SCHEDUl_E 

[See Sections 13 (3) and 16 (31] 

FORM 1)F OATH OR l1F_FIRMATION TO Bl: MADE BY THE ;:HIEF 


INrORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE INFORMATION COMMr~ · SIONER/ 


THE STATE CHIEF INFORMATION COMMISSIONER/THE fTATE 


INFOHMATION COMMISS10NER . 


'
11,.. , ..... . , ha•1ing been appointed Chief lnformaticn commissionerll 1formation 

,. 	 CommissionerfState Chief Information CornrnissionerfState Ii 1formation 

Commissioner swear in t he name of God that I will bear trw · faith and 
rtlltt) lance t:) the solemnly affirm. 

Oonstitutior of India as by law established, that I will uphold the s :>vereignty 

lttd lntegrir.' of India, that I will duly and fa ithfull~ and to the best o my ability, 
knowledge; ind judgment p:!rform the dutie:!S of mv office withou fi:·:• r or f~vr"" 

THE SECOND SCHEDULE 

( See Section 24 ; 

INTELLIGENCE AND SECURITY ORGANIS1\TiON ESTABLIShE D BY THE 


CENTRAL GOVERNMENT. 


,< 
1. Intelligence Bureau. 

2. Resean:h and Analysis Wing of the Cabile t s'ecretariat. 
3. Dlrector::ite of Revenue Intelligence. 
4. Central Economic Intelligence Bureau. 
5. Director ate of Enforcement. 
6. Narcotics Contro l Bure•au 

7. Aviation Research Centre. 
8. Special Frontier Force 
9. Border Security Force. 


10.Centra! Reser-Ve Police! Force. 

11 . Inda-Tibetan Border Police. 
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12. Central Industrial Security Force. 

13. National Security Guanfa. 

14 . Assam Hifles. 
·. I 15. Special ::)erv1ce Bureau. 

16. Special IJranch (CID),Andaman.and Nicobar. 
17. The Crime Branch-C.l.D.-CB, Dadra and Nagar Haveli. 

18. Special 3ranch, LakshadweepPolice. 

\T. K. VISWANPTHAN, 
I 

Secy. to the GoV:.of India. t 
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